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Malaya’s foreign trade, the back- 
bone of its prosperity, was excellent 
in the 1955 third quarter, improving 
in many respects over the first half of 
the year. 

Toward the end of the period, how-, 
ever, indications were that the tempo 
would slacken. 

Rubber was again the pace setter. 
September production was the highest 
since December 1952, and the 9-month 
total reached 470,000 long tons, 10.7 
percent over the corresponding period 
of 1954. Most of the increased produc- 
tion came from smallholdings, al- 
though the estate sector began to 
gain sienificantly. 

Rubber exports, including larger 
shipments of Indonesian rubber 
milled in Malaya, increased sharply. 
The 9-month total was 751,000 tons, 
10 percent above the corresponding 
1954 period. 

The replanting scheme was stimu- 
lated when the Government increased 
the allotment ‘to smallholders by 
M$100 an acre, making a total of 
M$600 an acre (M$3—USS$I. 


Tin Industry Thrives 


In August the rubber price reached 
M$1.53 a pound, the best in years; 
however, it broke in September and 
continued to slide until the end of 
October. Prices since have remained 
stable, at-a level which has consider- 
ably eased the Government’s budeet 
and at the same time provided rubber 
workers a substantial wage boost, the 
second in 1955. Malayan rubber 
worker’s wages are raised and low- 
ered in accordance with changes in 
the rubber price. 


Based on the evidence of the first 
3 quarters and indications for the 
fourth, 1955 tin production and ex- 
ports probably slightly exceeded 1954 
as the best postwar year. Tin earn- 
ings have helped the Malayan 
economy consolidate the gains from 
the rubber boom. 


Production of concentrates reached 
45.900 long tons in the first 9 months, 
compared with 45,000 tons in the cor- 
responding 1954 period. August pro- 
duction reached a postwar high. Ex- 
ports, assisted by increased imports 
from Thailand for transshipment, 
climbed to 54,900 tons, up 1,200 tons 


Malayan Rubber Production, Exports Again 
Set Pace for Excellent Foreign Trade 


from the first 3 quarttrs of 1954. The 
United States took 34,000 tons, or 62 
percent, of tin exports. 

The price of tin edged slowly up- 


ward during the quarter, reflecting - 


indications that world demand was 
outrunning production. Daily tin- 
price fluctuations were narrow, how- 
ever, the price remaining fixed for 
more than a week in September, an 
unprecedented occurrence on _ the 
Mayalan tin market. 


Uncertainty was injected into the 
speculation about tin, mainly by antic- 
ipation of early implementation of 
the International Tin Agreement and 
by the fact that the United States 
was preparing to offer the Texas 
City smelter to private hands. In 
addition, several industrial experts 
stated that Malayan tin production 
probably would fall in 1956. In order 
to maintain and possibly expand pro- 
duction, the industry was attempting 
to bring about a more liberal land- 
leasing policy for tin mining. 

Developments in other mineral in- 
dustries continued favorable. Malaya’s 
only coal mine was expected to show 
a 1955 operating profit, the first after 
& number of deficit years. Bauxite 
production maintained its fast pace; 
a total of about 152,000 long tons 
was produced in the first 3 quarters, 
approximating the 1954 production of 
165,000 tons. Similarly, the 1.5-mil- 
lion-ton goal staked out by the iron- 
ore industry was in sight when 1.15 
million tons were extracted in the 
first 3° quarters. A Government com- 
ment on uranium deposits indicated 
negative prospects; nevertheless, it is 
continuing to survey deposits in 
Selangor. 


Trade Expands 
Total foreign trade in the first 9 
months amounted to about M$5.8 
billion, 28 percent over the like 1954 
period. Exports, totaling about M$3 
billion, were up almost 34 percent, 
ani imports, amounting to about 


~- M$2.8 billion, increased 23.5 percent. 


In the third quarter, both exports and 
imports rose in relation to the two 
previous quarters. 

Malaya achieved an export surplus 
of about M$200 million for the first 3 


(Continued on Page 21) 





Field Otfices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg. 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 


in the United States and abroad. 


Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce’ and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
Saat, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 

g 


— 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 

g. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo.. 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2. Colo... 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal B'de. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 

Houston 2. Tex.. 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bide. 

Kansas City 6. Mo.. Federal Office Bldg. 

Los A~geles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

ee 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bldg. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N.Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22. Pa.. 107 Sixth St 

Portland 4, Oreg.. 217 Old U. S. Courthouse. 

Revo, Nev., 1479 Wel's Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1. Mo., 919 New Federal Bide. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple St. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga.. 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bide. 

Seattle 4. Wash.. 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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Industries Need Basic Materials 





United Kingdom imports continue to reflect the sharply expanded 
needs of Britain’s booming industries for basic materials. 
November imports which reached £341 million had been exceeded 


only twice before—in August and 
million greater than in November 
from the October dock strike and 
reached a peak for the year. They 
were also £8 million above the October 
figure and £21 million above the Janu- 
ary-October 1955 monthly average. 

November imports brought the Jan- 
uary-November total to £3,552 million, 
some £484 million above imports in 
January-November 1954. Some £208 
million of this increase came from the 
United States and Canada, mainly 
grains and industrial raw materials. 
Smaller gains occurred in imports 
from a number of countries including 
France (coal, iron and steel, grains, 
and petroleum); Malaya (rubber); and 
Sweden (timber and paper). 

Major increases in United Kingdom 
commodity imports in 1955 were in 
basic raw materials, particularly coal, 
jron and steel, and nonferrous metals. 
Cotton imports, however, fell off 
sharply as a result of uncertainty 
over the U. S. export program and the 
outlook for the cotton-textile trade. 

Grain imports were high as a result 
of a poor harvest and low stocks. 
Meat imports also were heavy, as were 
oversea purchases of fruits and vege~ 
tables, rubber, plup and paper, and 
paper-making materials. 


Exports Increase 


United Kingdom exports to all coun- 
tries in November amounted to £272 
million, compared with £202 million in 
November 1954; shipments in the lat- 
ter month were slowed by the dock 
strike. Exports in November were 
down £8 million from the October rec- 
ord high of nearly £281 million but 
were £23 million greater than the 
monthly average of exports in the 
first 10 months of 1955. 

Exports for January-November 1955 
totaled £2,760 million, compared with 
£2,512 million a year earlier. In 1955, 
exports of chemicals and machinery 
increased significantly, and smaller 
gains were shown in shipments of iron 
and steel, vehicles, and nonferrous 
metals. 

Almost half of this rise reflected ris- 
ing shipments to the United States, 
U.S.S. R., India, New Zealand, Austra- 
lia, and the Union of South Africa. 
Sales in Australia and New Zealand, 
important markets for British export- 
ers, have been slowed by import cuts 
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March 1955. They were some £8 
1954 when they recovered sharply 





and increased credit restrictions im- 
posed by these countries. 


Britain’s competitive “position in 
European markets has weakened, a 
review by the Economic Commission 
for Europe concludes. The United 
Kingdom’s share in all Western Euro- 
pean markets for all the important 
commodity groups except chemicals 
declined during 1954, according to the 
review. 


Although a lagging sales drive is be- 
lieved to be partly responsible for this 
situation, the export price trend, less 
favorable than many of Britain’s com- 
petitors, is also an important cause. 
Whereas the Board of Trade export 
price index remained stable through- 
out 1954, it increased by 3 points in 
the first 11 months of 1955, reflecting 
rising prices for most United Kingdom 
exports, especially for metal manu- 
factures. 

Britain’s terms of trade which stood 
at 100 (1954—100) 
tember, and October rose slightly in 
November against Britain, as the im- 
port price index rose by 1 point to 104 
and the export price index remained 
unchanged. The upturn in the import 
index reflected increases in food prices, 
butter and cheese being the most 
prominent. Among exports, a slight 
rise in prices of engineering products 
was Offset by a fall in those for tex- 
tiles. 


Reflecting the surge in Britain’s im- 
port bill, mainly for industrial raw 
materials, the United Kingdom’s trade 


in August, Sep- 
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British Imports Attain Record Level 


deficit for January-November 1955 to- 
taled £792 million, compared with 
£556 million in the corresponding . 
period of 1954. 


Dollar Exports Gain 

United Kingdom exports to North 
America in 1955 recovered from the 
1954 level. Shipments to the United 
States in the first 11 months of 1955 
were £178 million and to Cahada 
£132 million—some 15 percent greater 
than in the January-November 1954 
period. This expansion was shared 
by a wide variety of goods and reflect- 
ed a rise of £35 million in shipments 
to the United States and £8 million 
to Canada. 


The failure of British traders to ex- 
pand their sales in Canada by a much 
greater extent than they are doing 
has caused considerable concern in 
United Kingdom official and non-offi- 
cial trade circles. Booming sales at 
home and in many sterling markets 
are believed to have caused British 
exporters to neglect the Canadian 
market. Lack of aggressive salesman- 
ship is also considered a factor. 

United Kingdom shipments to North 
America occurred in October when 
exports amounted to £35 million, the 
United States accounting for £21 mil- 


(Continued on Page 20) 


lrish Bank Rates of 


Interest Increased 


As a brake on growing inflationary 
trends, the Irish bank loan interest 
rate has been raised, effective Janu- 
ary 1, from 5% percent to 6% percent 
annually. This move also represents 
an adjustment to the British rate in- 
crease last February, which the Irish 
banks did not follow at that time. 


To stimulate saving, the interest 
rates paid by the Irish banks on de- 
posit accounts will be increased one- 
half of 1 percent. 


On December 21, 1955, the Minister 
for Finance and the Irish banks’ stand- 
ing committee announced simultane- 
ously that, beginning January 1, the 
ordinary lending rate of interest for 
bank loans charged by banks in Ire- 
land would be increased by three- 
fourths of 1 percent to 6% percent 
annually. In addition, the interest . 
rate paid by the banks on deposit ac- 
counts would be raised one-half of 1 
percent to 1% percent annually on 
amounts under £25,000 and 214 percent 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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Belgian Industrial Activity at 
High Levels as Year Ends 


The year 1955 was Belgium’s busiest postwar year, with industrial 
activity remaining high through December. 

The industrial activity index prepared by the financial newspaper 
Agence Economique et Financiere (AGEFI) was forecast at 113.1 for 
December, as compared with a provisional index of 110.7 for November 


1955 and 111.9 for December 1954 
(1953—100). The November index was 
higher than had been forecast (108.5) 
because of increased activity in the 
steel, textile, and cement industries. 

Estimated coal production for De- 
cember was 2.7 million metric tons, 
as compared with about 2.6 million 
metric tons in both November 1955 
and December 1954. Estimated total 
Belgian coal output for 1955 is about 
29.8 million metric tons, a slight in- 
crease over the 29.2 million metric 
tons mined in 1954 but below the 30.1 
million metric tons produced in 1953. 
Variation in Belgian coal production 
is due partly to the mine labor force 
variation. 

The number of mine workers at 
the end of December 1955 was about 
151,000, ds compared with 148,800 in 
November, and 147,200 in December 
1954. The average number of mine 
workers in 1955 was about 146,000, as 
compared with an average of 150,000 
in 1954 and 157,000 in 1953. Pithead 
coal stocks continued to fall, reflect- 
ing the continued strong demand for 
coal. 

A tentative plan for gradually clos- 
ing all but 11 of the 17 pits operated 
by marginal coal mines in the Borin- 
age was announced. The regrouping 
of production in the remaining pits 
will cost an estimated 2.2 billion francs 
and will result in a total output of 
11,659 metric tons daily, compared 
with the current output of 11,320 
metric tons. The proposed plan in- 
volves less expenditure than that sub- 
mitted by certain European Coal and 
Steel Community experts who pro- 
posed centralizing exploitation in 9 
pits, resulting in a daily output of 
14,700 metric tons at a cost of about 
3.7 billion francs. (1 Belgian franc= 
US$0.02). 


Steel Production Up 


Steel production in December was 
estimated at 510,000 metric tons, an 
increase over the 490,000 metric tons 
produced in November 1955 and 453,- 
000 metric tons in December 1954. 
Total 1955 steel output was about 5.8 
million metric tons, as compared with 
5 million metric tons’in 1954 and 4.4 
million metric tons in 1953. The de- 
mand for steel continued strong, par- 
ticularly on the export market. In 
general, the major Belgian in@ustries, 
except textile and leather, prospered 


4 





in 1955 and continued a high level of 
activity in December. 

The Minister of Economic Affairs 
announced a limited and temporary 
aid program for certain particularly 
depressed sectors of the textile indus- 
try, under which a compensatory im- 
port license tax is levied on: finished 
and semifinished textile products im- 
ported from countries which artificial- 
ly stimulate or subsidize their textile 
exports, primarily Japan, Eastern 
European countries and France. Re- 
ceipts from this tax will finance a 
subsidy to the rayon industry to lower 
the price of rayon yarn, tax reduc- 
tions benefiting linen spinners and 
weavers, and special assistance to 
wool combers. 

Foreign trade of the Belgian-Lux- 


embourg Economic Union (BLEU) in 
November was below that in October, 
November exports were valued at 11,- 
812 million francs, compared with 13,. 


540 million francs in October 1955 and _ 


10,881 million francs in November 
1954. November import figures are not 
available. 

Price stability continued in Decem- 
ber, and the retail price index roge 
to 102.2, as compared with 102.1 in 
November and 101 in December 1954, 


The weighted cost-of-living index ca]. ~ 


culated by AGEFI remained the same 
in December as in November at 1025 
(1953100). The wholesale price in- 
dex for November remained at 429. 
In November 1954 the index was 4]] 
(1936-38—100). 


Grain Production Good 


The 45-hour week provisions were 
broadened and additional benefits 
were granted to workers in some in- 
dustries. Because of seasonal factors 
unemployment rose in December to 
181,000 completely and partially un- 
employed. The figures were 130,000 
in November 1955 and 208,000 in De- 
cember 1954. 

The National Statistical Institute 
reports that Belgian grain production 


(Continued on Page 8) 





New Bolivian Census Published 


The Bolivian population was esti- 
mated at 3,019,031 in the 1950 census 
published late in 1955. Nearly 1,800,- 
000 were Indians, including about 87,- 
000 aboriginal Indians living in the 
jungles of northeastern Bolivia, and 
more than 1 million were mestizos 
and persons of other origins. The 
rural population approximated twice 
the urban population. 


The population density was esti- 
mated at 2.75 persons a square kil- 
ometer, varying from 8.82 persons in 
the Department of Cochabamba and 
7.08 persons in the Department of La 
Paz to 0.56 in the Beni and 0.31 in the 
Pando Departments. 


The median age among persons 
counted was 20.16 years, as compared 
with the 1950 median in the United 
States of 30.2. Only 373,353 persons 
comprised the 40- to 59-age group and 
only 193,548 persons were more than 
60 years old. By American standards, 
the Bolivian population is a “young” 
one, in part attributable to inade- 
quate and, in some areas, outdated 
medical facilities. Women predomi- 
nate, totaling 1,378,066, and males total 
1,326,099. 


Breakdown by Education 
Of the 2,278,502 persons questioned 
about their educational background, 
708,513 claimed to be literate and 1,- 
569,989 admitted being illiterate. Of 
the literate group, 526,086 had only 
primary schooling; an additional 93,- 


043 had finished secondary school; and 
35,203 persons had advanced training, 
The 1950 census showed that only 179,- 
254 children of school age (5-14) were 
attending classes in contrast to 465,- 
963 not attending classes. 

Only 35,471 persons were listed in 
the 1950 census as having been born 
outside of Bolivia. About 63 percent 
were persons born in neighboring 
countries. Of the remainder, a large 
part appear to have been Jewish and 
other Central and Eastern European 
refugees who fled their homeland be- 
fore, during, and after World War IL. 


The census showed that 1,350,782 
were economically active persons and 
1,341,873 were persons in an economi- 
cally inactive ,category. The former 
group, equivalent to the Bolivian la- 
bor force, were engaged in the follow- 
ing branches of pursuit: 


Percent 

IIE) on tod 0 nue nae pesinahd agemadin’ 70.54 
Livestock, industry, forest products, 

mting Gnd BemIMG 2... de ccccccceses 1.56 


Mining and other extractive industries 3.22 


Manufacturing (industrias de transfor- 
MED Sa chbibokbe chad decscdececveaad 8.11 


Construction industry ............sceee- 191 
Commerce, banking, and insurance...... 4.23 
Transportation and communications .._ 1.57 
ONIN «cc ecdbndt che oo tel 3.03 
Professional, domestic, and personal 
TT 0. sd cevihetescsnied bie oyl'sethe th 5.15 
PE. vt.esecanemnedag ed core paanelan 68 


Plans are already under way for 
the 1960 census, which it is hoped will 


be published shortly after completed. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD: 





Latin American Draft Brazilian Retail Trade Boosted 
By Record Christmas Business 


Brazilian retail trade in December 1955 showed a considerable im- 
provement in the total sales value over the preceding month and the 


Debts $146.9 Million 


Aggregate draft indebtedness of 
Latin American countries to U. S. ex- 
porters rose $4.6 million in December 
to $146.9 million, the highest since 
October 1953, according to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York’s monthly 
survey of the draft experience of 14 
large commercial banks. 

Drafts outstanding against Vene- 
guela increased by $2 million, bringing 
its indebtedness to $30.8 million, the 
highest since the bank began its sur- 
yey in 1947; the indebtedness of Co- 
lombia rose by $1.6 million to $38.9 
million. Drafts outstanding at the 
end of December against Bolivia, Gua- 
temala, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, and 
Peru reached the highest figures on 
record for those countries. Brazil’s 
indebtedness declined for the fifth 
consecutive month to $13.9 million, 
and decreases also were reported for 
Cuba, El Salvador, and eight other 
countries. 

The amount of new drafts drawn by 
U. S. exporters on Latin American fm- 
porters in December rose by $0.5 mil- 
lion to $41.1 million, as a result of a 
$1.1-million increase in drawings on 
Venezuela and smaller increases for 
Brazil, Chile, Panama, and 11 other 
countries. Drawings on Mexico .de- 
clined by $1.5 million, while those on 
Colombia fell by $1 million. Notice- 
able decreases also were reported for 
Bolivia, Cuba, and El Salvador. 


Draft Payments Rise 


Draft payments by Latin American 
countries in December increased by 
$0.5 million to $36.5 million. Higher 
payments were recorded by Chile, Cu- 
ba, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, 
and 10 other countries. Nine coun- 
tries, including Bolivia, Brazil, and 
Mexico, reduced their dollar volume 
of drafts paid. 

The outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
14 reporting banks in favor of U. 8. 
exporters declined $0.5 ‘million to 
$152.0 million. Outstandings against 
the Dominican Republic declined by 
$2 million and against Colombia by 
$0.9 million; declines also were re- 
ported for Argentina, Bolivia, Uru- 
guay, and Venezuela. Outstanding 
letters of credit against Mexico rose 
by $1.9 million to $26 million; larger 
outstandings against Brazil, Chile, 
Cuba, and Panama also were re- 
ported. 





Cotton consumption in Mexico dur- 
ing August 1954-July 1955 is estimated 
at 420,000 bales, an increase of about 
25 percent over the 1953-54 figure of 
330,000 bales, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


Practically all cotton consumption 
in Mexico is by spinning mills. 
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corresponding month in 1954. 


Christmas business reached record levels, major stores sb rpg 
sales volume as much as 30 percent above December 1954. Credit sales 


represented a major factor in the up- 
turn, many outlets reporting a high 
proportion of their sales based on 
down payments of as little as 100 
cruzeiros (approximately $1.55 at the 
current free-market exchange rate). 

Bank collections were prompt in 
major cities, reflecting normal settle- 
ment of accounts at the end of the 
year. Commerci credit continued 
tight, and the leriding operations of 
small banks were curtailed severely by 
an increase in the rediscount rate, 
effective December 1. Following the 
protests of the banking community, 
the rates were reduced to their former 
levels, effective January 1. 


Inflation showed no sign of slowing 
down in December, and currency is- 
sues in the month exceeded 2 billion 
cruzeiros. A further potential source 
of inflation was the bill in Congress 
to increase salaries of governmental 
civilian and military personnel, as well 
as the substantial sums needed for 
payment of Government end-year ac- 
counts, for which Congress had not 
provided revenues. 

Business circles reflected widespread 
interest in the visit to the United 
States and Europe of President-elect 
Juscelino Kubitschek, prior to his 
scheduled inauguration on January 31. 

Trade Position Improves 

On the basis of statistics for Jan- 
uary-October 1955, it appeared that 
Brazil might have an export balance 
of as much as US$100 million for the 
full year. With high coffee exports 
in September and October more than 
balancing both current imports and 
the prior import balance, Brazil’s 
trade position in 1955 shifted from 
an import balance of US$42 million 
on August 31 to an export balance of 
US$76.6 million at the end of October. 
Although imports and exports might 
be in closer balance in the last 2 
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months of the year, primarily because 
of the decline in coffee exports, it ap- 
peared unlikely that the advantage 
would be lost and that trade for the 
year would show an import balance. 

Coffee exports for the first 6 months 
of the current crop year (July-De- 
cember) were estimated at about 8.5 
million bags, a substantial increase 
over the 5.6 million bags in the like 
period of 1954 but at about the aver- 
age rate of exports for the 5 years 
preceding 1954. Shipments in Decem- 
ber fell below both the 1954 level and 
the 5-year average, being estimated at 
about 1.2 million bags. 


Cruzeiro Still Strong 


The cruzeiro continued strong in the 
free market, closing the month at 67 
cruzeiros to the dollar, check buying 
rates—about the same as in recent 
months. Demand for dollars in the 
free market continued generally weak, 
some Brazilian and foreign interests 
reportedly meeting needs for cruzeiros 
by selling dollars in that market. 

The Chamber of Deputies approved a 


(Continued on Page 17) 


W. Berlin Economy Good; 


Sales, Exports Increase 


Economic developments in West 
Berlin continued satisfactory in 1955, 
despite the handicaps to industrial 
growth owing to its geographic posi- 
tion. Industrial sales in the area in- 
creased to an estimated 5.3 billion 
German marks, of US$1.2 billion, 1 
billion marks, or US$240 million, over 
1954. 

West Berlin deliveries to the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany, which to- 
taled only 1 billion marks, or US$240 
million, in 1950, rose to 3.3 billion 
marks, or US$780 million, in 1955 from 
2.6 billion marks, or US$619 million, in 
1954. West Berlin sales to the Federal 
German Republic amounted to 84 per- 
cent of the value of supplies received 
from that area, as compared with 78 
percent in 1954 and 53 percent in 1950. 


West Berlin exports to foreign coun- 
tries in 1955 were estimated at 560 mil- 
lion marks or US$133 million, an in-— 
crease of 100 million marks, or US$23.8 
million, over 1954. The West Berlin*® 
Chamber of Commerce reported that 
industrial expansion created 60,000 
new jobs in the area in 1955. 
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Exchange Authorized in Italy 


Italy on December 5, 1955, taking the final step toward becoming a 
full-fledged member of the European Payments Union’s exchange ar- 
bitage system, authorized Italian banks to engage in forward trans- 


actions in foreign exchange. _ 

The new procedures, established 
marized as follows: 

eA buyer either must purchase the 
¢urrency in which he wishes to deal 
forward or if the goods are to be 
imported under general license must 
prove that the contract with the 
foreign seller already has been con- 
cluded. This requirement also applies 
to forward sales by exporters. 

Further, foreign exchange con- 
tracted forward must be reflected im- 
mediately in the bank’s position with 
its equivalent in the other currency. 
If the other contracting party is 
Italian, any bank authorized to deal 
in foreign exchange may handle the 
operation. Only expressly authorized 
banks, however, may deal in trans- 
actions with foreign correspondents. 

eContracting parties may be phys- 
ical or juridical persons resident in 
Italy who at some future date will 
have to buy or sell foreign exchange 
for import or export of goods in di- 
rect trade. 

eThe length of period that may be 
covered by a forward contract is fixed 
at 90 days and may be extended only 
if authorized by the exchange office. 


eThe rate of exchange applicable 
is determined by free negotiations be- 
tween the dealers in a market, but is 
supported by the Exchange Office only 
within the 0.75-percent spread per- 
mitted by the arbitrage system for 
EPU currencies and close to the $1— 
625 lire rate fixed for hard curren- 
cies. 

eForward operations between par- 
ties other than banks must relate to 
only one specific trade transaction 
and may stipulate delivery either at 
a fixed date or at the option of 
either contracting party. 

eIn event of inability to execute 
the contract, the bank concerned must 
either repurchase or resell the for- 
eign currency involved for the account 
of the client or substitute for the 
unfulfilled contract a similar con- 
tract with another party, charging the 
first party with any difference in the 
applicable rate of exchange. 

Bank Operations Specified 

Italian banks specifically, author- 
ized to deal with foreign correspond- 
ents may cover their own positions in 
various currencies through the follow- 
ing operations, which are limited to 
90 days. . 

eForward purchase of free curren- 
cies against other free currencies, 


by circular No. 127,000, are sum- 





EPU currencies, free lire, or lire usable 
in multilateral settlements. 


eForward sale of free currencies 
on other free currencies and for free 

e. 

eForward purchases and sale of 
EPU currencies against other EPU 
currencies and lire deriving from mul- 
tilateral payments accounts. 


eCombined spot-forward operations 
of a free currency against another free 
currency, or of an EPU currency 
against another EPU currency or 
against lire deriving from multilateral 
payments accounts. Each combined 
spot-forward operation in free cur- 
rencies requires Exchange Office au- 
thorization. 

This recent exchange measure 
brings Italian exchange controls more 
into line with the control systems of 
other Western European countries 
and further prepares for transition 
into convertibility. 

Italy made the first move toward 
becoming a member of the European 
exchange arbitrage system in April 
1955 when exchange regulations gov- 
erning some foreign-held lire ac- 
counts were simplified and the trans- 
ferability of these accounts was con- 
siderably increased. A second step 
was taken in August 1955, when Italy 
began permitting free dealings in the 
currencies of other members of the 
arbitrage system but restricted such 
dealings to spot transactions. For- 
ward transactions were permitted 
only on a bilateral basis and by the 
six large Italian banks.—Emb., Rome. 





Ecuador Lowers Deposit for 


Import of Specified Items 


The advance deposit required by 
Ecuador on the c. i. f. value of certain 
imports classified in its list 1—items 
particularly essential for agricultural 
and industrial development — has 
been reduced from 15 percent to 5 
percent. “ 

Spare parts for machinery, which 
is included in list 1, also will be sub- 
ject to the 5-percent deposit. 

The advance deposit required for all 
other list 1 items is reduced from 30 
percent to 15 percent of the c. i. f. 
value.—Emb., Quito. 

A former reduction in the advance 
deposit was anounced in Foreign Com- 


Forward Transactions in Foreign Guatemala, Costa Rica 


Sign Commerce Treaty 


A Treaty of Commerce and Eco- 
nomic Integration signed between 
Guatemala and Costa Rica on De. 
cember 20 provides for the following: 

eFree trade, without restriction, in 
specified goods produced or manu- 
factured in either country. 

eFree trade subject to possible im- 
port and/or export quotas and con- 
trols of other listed goods. 

eA 50-percent duty reduction for 
certain items, limited initially to cig- 
arettes. 

Commodity lists covered by the 
foregoing provisions are subject to 
change through an exchange of notes 
between the countries. 

Other provisions of the agreement 
include: 

eExtension of reciprocal most- 
favored-nation treatment to goods 
not included in the foregoing conces- 
sion lists. 

eCreation of a mixed commission 
to act as an advisory group on im- 
plementation of the agreement. 

eFacilitation of transit trade. 

eExtension of reciprocal national 
treatment to all transport convey- 
ances. 

eProhibition of dumping or export 
subsidies in trade between the coun- 
tries. 

eExtension of reciprocal national 
treatment to capital investments. 

eReaffirmation of the policy of 
Central American unity in interna- 
tional economic conferences and 
agreements and continuance of. the 
policy of excepting concessions granted 
the Central American Republics from 
most-favored-nation agreements 
signed with other countries. 

Although El Salvador has negotiated 
free trade treaties with all of the Cen- 


tral American countries, the Guate- | 


malan-Costa Rican treaty is the first 
such treaty signed between two Cen- 
tral American Republics not involving 
Ecuador. The announced intention of 
the Central American Republics is 
eventually to replace bilateral treaties 
with a single multilateral agreement 
involving all five countries. 

The treaty will become effective 


upon exchange of ratifications for @ 


definite initial period of 4 years and 
indefinitely thereafter until termi- 
nated by either country upon 6 
months’ notice.—Emb., Guatemala. 


merce Weekly, November 7, 1955, 
page 10. 

The later changes should be noted 
in Department of Commerce publica- 
tion Licensing and Exchange Con 
trols—Ecuador, World Trade Informa- 
tion Service, pt. 2, No. 55-54, April 
1955. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Atomic Energy Agency 
Set Up in Denmark 


An Atomic Energy Commission 
has been established in Denmark 
to promote use of such energy 
for peaceful purposes in the 
public interest. 

The Commission will function 
in close contact with the Min- 
ister of Finance, who will ap- 
point the members for 3-year 
terms and to whom annual re- 
ports of the Commission’s opera- 
tions will be submitted for trans- 
mittal to Parliament. 

Representatives of scientific 
and technical research fields and 
of principal private interests 
concerned with peaceful use of 
atomic energy are to be included 
in the Commission’s member- 
ship. 

The Commission was estab- 
lished under a Danish law of 
December 21, 1955. 














Yugoslavia Establishes New 
Exchange Allocation System 


A new system designed to tighten 
allocation of foreign exchange went 
into effect in Yugoslavia on Janu- 
ary 1. 

Yugoslay enterprises now are re- 
quired to surrender all foreign ex- 
change earned to the National Bank, 
which is now the sole buyer and 
seller of foreign exchange. 

As before, the Bank will purchase 
the proceeds of emigrant remittances 
at the rate of 600 dinars to the dollar, 
which is double the official rate. The 


‘tate for tourists and for diplomatic 


missions is set at 400 dinars to the 
dollar. 


After elimination of the foreign- 
exchange retention privilege for ex- 
porting enterprises the free-market 
tate for the dinar, which sometimes 
has ranged as high as 3,000 to the 
dollar, gave way to the fixed settle- 
ment rate of 632 to the dollar offered 
by the National Bank.—Emb., Bel- 
grade. 





Canada Raises Duty on Some 
Ovens and Dust Collectors 


The Canadian import tariff on metal 
Ovens designed for decorating or litho- 
graphing metal sheets and on dust 
collectors with capacities up to and 
including 50,000 c. f. m., designed to 
Operate on the wet-wash or water- 
spray principle will be 22% percent 
Wider tariff item No. 427, effective 
January 31, instead of 7% percent un- 
der tariff item No. 427a as formerly. 


The Canadian Department of Na- 


February 6, 1956 


French-Tunisian Union Formed 


A customs union has been estab- 
lished between France and Tunisia, 
effective January 1, and a branch of 
the French Exchange Control Office 
(Office des Changes) has been set 
up in Tunisia. 

These measures, taken by decrees 
issued in both countries on December 
29, 1955, and a French decree pub- 
lished on January 11 authorizing the 
branch office, put into force the provi- 
sions of the Franco-Tunisian Eco- 
nomic and Financial Convention 
signed on June 3, 1955. 

General provisions for operation of 
the union are contained in a “protocol 
of implementation”, signed on De- 
cember 28, 1955, and made effective 
in the areas by the decrees of De- 
cember 29. 

The principle of uniformity of ap- 
plication of the customs union ‘to 
third countries is affirmed specifically 
but at the same time substantial 
derogations from the union principle 
are provided for. 


Tunisian customs duties proper now 
are to be alined, in principle, with the 
rates of the metropolitan French 
tariff, but several special import and 
export taxes not having a counter- 
part in the other country will continue 
to be collected in each. Among the 
more important are the special com- 
pensatory tax on the French side, and 
in Tunisia the customs formalities 
tax and export duties on alfa, olive oil, 
raw skins and hides, and scrap metal. 
Also, duties levied under the metropol- 
itan French tariff will be temporarily 
suspended in whole or in part in 
Tunisia to avoid sharp increases in 
the cost of living or cost of necessary 
equipment. 


Separate Controls To Obtain 


Import and export prohibitions and 
restrictions are provided for in each 
country. Such prohibitions and re- 
strictions also are to apply between 
the two partners of the union as a 
form of protection to noncompetitive 
local industries, and provisions are 
included for recourse to price equal- 
ization. 

The extent to which French meas- 
ures for import liberalization and 
collection of the special temporary 
compensatory tax will be applied in 
Tunisia is not apparent. However, a 
provision that each contracting party, 
while respecting international com- 
mitments, may collect taxes supple- 
mentary to import customs duties 





tional Revenue has determined that 
such ovens and dust collectors are of 
a class or kind made in Canada, that 
is, that Canadian production is suffi- 
cient to satisfy at least 10 percent of 
Canadian consumption, as required 
by section 6 of the Customs Tariff. 


fixed by the union tariff or establish 
prohibitions or restrictions on entry 
and exit from its territory seems to 
indicate that the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation and 
dollar liberalization measures taken 
in metropolitan France will not be- 
come effective automatically in 


The new union replaces a partial 
customs union regime which had ex- 
isted between France and Tunisia 
since 1928.—Emb., Paris. 


Brazil Establishes 


New Discount Rates 


Rediscount rates now in effect in 
Brazil are as follows: 


eThree percent per annum is es- 
tablished for loans made to banks by 
the Rediscount Bureau based on 
Treasury bills. 


This rate is unchanged from that 
fixed by Superintendency of Money 
and Credit (SUMOC) instruction No. 
106 of October 14, 1954 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 22, 1954, 
p. 7). 


eRediscounts. on loan contracts 
with the Agricultural and Industrial 
Credit Department of the Bank of 
Brazil secured by agricultural prod- 
ucts and livestock are fixed at 4 per- 
cent, compared with 5 percent estab- 
lished by instruction No. 106. 

eRediscounts on trade bills (dup- 
licates), promissory notes, and ex- 
change bills are fixed at 6 percent, 
unchanged from the rate fixed by 
SUMOC instruction No. 116 of May 7, 
1955 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 30, 1955, p. 7). 

The new rates, effective January 1, 
were established by SUMOC instruc- 
tion No. 125 of December 30, 1955, re- 
voking instruction No. 124 of Novem- 
ber 28 which was effective for the 
month of December. 


The November instruction had pro- 
vided for a rediscount rate of 6 per- 
cent on trade bills, drafts or promis- 
sory notes, and letters of exchange 
accompanied by drafts, pledged con- 
tracts, shipping invoices, or deposit 
receipts; 8 percent for rediscount of 
promissory notes and exchange bills 
not accompanied by such documents 
but deemed by the Rediscount Bureau 
to represent legitimate commercial 
transactions; and 10 percent on re- 
discounts of other promissory notes 
and exchange bills. This measure was 
reconsidered when banking groups ex- 
pressed their opposition to rates fixed 
for certain loans, and new rates were 
established.—_Emb., Rio de Janeiro and 
local press. 
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Cuban Pharmaceutical 
Registration Regulated 


New regulations are to govern the 
registration of firms in Cuba engaged 
in the manufacture or import of 
pharmaceutical items, as well as regis- 
tration of imports of such products 
before their removal from Customs. 

The regulations, issued as Cuban 

of Commerce resolution No. 
147 of November 28, 1955, published in 
the Official Gazette No. 291 of De- 
cember 20, 1955, cover drugs, pharma- 
ceuticals, and biological and organo- 
therapic products for human and 
veterinary use and utensils for thera- 
peutical use. 

Manufacturers, repackers, and im- 
porters of these items in Cuba must 
within 30 days of the resolution’s 
publication register with the Pharma- 
ceutical and Chemical Products Sec- 
tion of the General Directorate of 
Supplies of the Ministry of Commerce. 

Of particular interest to exporters 
of such products to Cuba is the re- 
quirement that importers furnish two 
signed copies of commercial invoices 
covering their imports of these items 
within 48 hours following receipt. 
Invoices must include name and sur- 
name, firm name and address of the 
importer and the exporter and, if ap- 
propriate, of the representative in 
Cuba; country of origin of merchan- 
dise, kind, price per unit, brands 
thereof if proper, and total value of 
invoice; kind of transportation used 
and port through which the goods was 
imported. 

Imports To Meet Requirements 

Commercial invoices for imports of 
pharmaceutical products packed for 
direct sale to consumers also must be 
presented, together with sworn dec- 
larations signed by the importer and 
by the technical director, or re- 
sponsible pharmacist, of the im- 
porting concern, certifying that the 
merchandise meets the requirements 
established by decree No. 91 of Jan- 
uary 14, 1947, and supplementary 
provisions, which require that labels, 
literature, or wrappers carry in Span- 
ish the description and specifications 
required by Cuban law. 

Decree No. 91 was issued to corréct 
minor typographical errors in decree 
No. 69 of January 14, 1947 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 22, 1947, 
Dp. 20). 

One copy of the commercial invoice 
showing registration and authoriza- 
tion for withdrawal from Customs 
will be returned to the importer. 
Normally one copy of the invoice, 
properly authenticated, will be re- 
quired to secure release from the 
customhouse. 


Article 15 of the resolution pro- 
vides that the Chief of the Division 


of Pharmaceutical and Chemical 
Products will not register commercial 
invoices covering import of drugs, 
pharmaceutical specialties, and bio- 
logical or organotherapic products 
that are manufactured or packed in 
Cuba and protected by the same 
trade-mark or manufacturer and 
with similar quantitative and quali- 
tative composition, nor will he issue 
authorization for withdrawal from 
Customs of such products if the ap- 
plicant is other than the manufac- 
turer or packer. The Minister of 
Commerce, however, may order reg- 
istration and authorization for such 
imports if they are required for an 
adequate supply of these articles in 
Cuba. 

Manufacturers, repackers, and im- 
porters in Cuba also are required to 
present a declaration as to the cost 
in warehouse of each product. This 
cost declaration, once filed, remains 
in effect until the cost at origin may 
change, at which time a new declara- 
tion is required. A list or catalog of 
sales prices must also be filed within 
the first 10 days of January and June 
of each year. 





Belgian Industrial . . . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


in 1955 was good in both quantity and 
quality. Record crops were reported 
for wheat, barley, and oats. In No- 
vember, the incorporation rate for 
local wheat used in flour was raised 
from 60 to 65 percent. 

Financial statistics reflected the de- 


mand for cash. Note circulation in - 


December was 106.4 billion francs, as 
compared with 104.1 billion francs in 
November 1955 and 100.8 billion francs 
in December 1954. The Treasury had 
borrowed 8.6 billion francs from the 
National Bank at the end of Novem- 
ber 1955 and 7.8 billion francs in De- 
cember 1954. 


The AGEFI stock-market index in 
December was 380.3, as compared with 
389.4 in November 1955 and 368.8 in 
December 1954 (1938=100). Gold and 
convertible exchange holdings of the 
National Bank in December were 
worth a total of 46.5 billion francs, of 
which 46.4 billion francs was in gold. 


In December 1954 total gold and 
convertible exchange holdings were 
42.4 billion francs, of which 39 billion 
was in gold and 3.4 billion was in con- 
vertible exchange. In February 1955 
the National Bank started converting 
its convertible exchange to. gold. 
Credit extended to the European Pay- 
ments Union (EPU) by the National 
Bank was 9.2 billion francs in Decem- 
ber, down slightly from the 9.4 billion 
francs extended in November 1955, 
but higher than the 8.7 billion francs 
of credit in December 1954. 

Savings accounts in the National 
Savings Bank in November totaled 
50.8 billion francs, as compared with 


Brazil Sets Penalty 
For False Licenses 


Procedures to be followed in Brazij 


for handling import shipments coy. 
ered by falsified licenses have been 
established as follows: 

If falsification of a license is discoy- 
ered and proved before clearance of 
the shipment the merchandise is to be 
confiscated and auctioned by Cug- 
toms and the proceeds deposited to 
the credit of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

If a shipment has been cleared by 
Customs before the license is discoy- 
ered as false the importer is to be 
notified and action taken to recover 
the shipment within a period of 2 
days or to collect from the importer 
cash payment equal to the value of 


the merchandise less any sums al- / 


ready paid as customs duties or im- 
port taxes. Funds received through 
this procedure are to be deposited to 
the credit of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 


Legal action may be initiated to se- 
cure collection of the full amount due, 
and if the importer takes legal steps 
to defend his position Customs is 
authorized to appeal to the Supreme 
Tariff Council. 


These regulations were established 
by a Ministry of Finance circular no- 
tice to customs authorities published 
in Correio da Manha on December 
14, 1955—Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 





50.6 billion francs in October 1955 and 
48.1 billion francs in November 1964 
The public debt was 309.8 billion 
francs in November, as compared with 
308.3 billion francs in October 1955 
and 297.3 billion francs in November 
1954. The increase in the month of 
November 1955 was attributable to 
short-term borrowing. 


Fiscal Receipts High 

Fiscal receipts in November contin- 
ued high, income totaling 5.8. billion 
francs, as compared with 5.5 billion 
francs in October 1955 and 5.3 billion 
francs in November 1954. Total fiscal 
receipts for 1955 will run about 3 bil- 
lion to 4 billion francs higher than 
estimated in the budget. In October 
1955 bank deposits amounted t6 759 
billion francs, as compared with 747 
billion francs in September 1955 and 
71.6 billion francs in October 1954. 

At the end of December the Na- 
tional Bank authorized the trading, 
importing, and exporting of gold coins 
and bars, effective January 1, 1956 
The only restriction is that foreign 
exchange earned with exports cannot 
be used for this purpose. Gold trad- 
ing is treated as a financial operation 
under the newly revised exchange 
control regulations—Emb., Brussels. 
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Mexico Revises Tariff 
Rates, Classifications 


Various changes in the Mexican im- 
port tariff were put into effect on 
December 1. 

Mexican export duties have been 
greatly reduced for untanned kid 
skins, untanned shark skins, and 
shark fins and livers; and new specific 
export classifications have been estab- 
lished for rauwolfia root and deriva- 
tives thereof, effective November 24. 

Import items affected by these 
changes; their new duties, specific in 
pesos and percent ad valorem; and 
former rates, shown in parentheses, if 


~ possible, are as follows: 


3.53.23. Strips of iron or steel for the manu- 
facture of venetian blinds, even if lightly 
curved, painted, 0.90 peso per gross kilogram 
(0.20) and 10 percent (same). 

6.12.02. Lead chromate, even if mixed in any 
proportion with organic or mineral pigments, 
0.15 per legal kilogram and 30 percent. (Classi- 
fication revised; formerly read, “lead chromate 
(chrome yellow) and lead sulfate,’ dutiable at 
0.20 per legal kilogram and 10 pefcent.) 

6.12.03. Zinc chromate, even if mixed in 
any proportion with organic or mineral pig- 
ments, 0.15 per legal kilogram and 30 percent. 
(New classification.) 


6.12.04. Lead sulfate, 0.20 per legal kilogram 
and 10 percent. (New classification; formerly 
under No. 6.12.02.) 


6.1280. Ammonium carbonate, 0.05 per gross 
kilogram and 5 percent. (Classification re- 
vised; formerly read, “ammonium carbonates, 
chlorides, and fluorides,”’ dutiable at the same 
rate. Ammonium chloride and fluoride now 
covered by new classifications Nos. 6.12.84 and 
6.12.85, which follow.) 


6.12.84. Ammonium chloride, 0.15 per gross 
kilogram and 5 percent 
6.12.85. Ammonium fluoride, 
kilogram and 5 percent. 


6.61.13. Prussian blue (iron ferrocyanide), 
0.15 per gross kilogram (0.10) and 30 percent 
(5). 


6.63.42. Sheets of glass or of synthetic resin 
with striated drawings, for use on three-dimen- 
sional still color photographs, commercially 
called selectographs or striated selectoscopes, 
1 peso per gross kilogram and 35 percent. (New 
classification.) 

7.41.29. Transparent photographic film, posi- 
tive, in color containing fine lines, used as still 
pictures in third dimension, even if mounted 
on sheets of glass or plastic, 80 pesos per legal 
kilogram and 5 percent. (New classification.) 

743.10. Erasers, not specified; 5 pesos per 
legal kilogram (0.30) and 15 percent (same). 

7.43.14. Erasers for pencil ferrules and cylin- 
drical erasers over 15 centimeters in length, 
provided their diameter is less than 1 centi- 
Meter, 0.30 per legal kilogram and 15 percent. 
var classification, previously under No. 
43.10.) 


7.53.43. Sensitized paper for blueprints, ex- 
cept ferrocyanide paper, 0.25 per legal kilogram 
and 7 percent. (New classification.) 

Export items affected by the changes 
in duties and classifications; their 
new duties, specific in pesos and per- 
cent ad valorem; and former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are the follow- 
ing: 

15-07. Untanned kid skins weighing up to 
250 grams, 0.10 peso per gross kilogram and 20 
percent ad valorem. (New classification; pre- 


viously covered under No. 15-01 dutiable at 
0.10 and 60 percent.) 


15-13. Untanned shark skins, fresh, dry, or 
Salted, 5 percent (15 percent). 


15-30. Liver and liver scraps of shark and 
Other kinds of fish, 3 percent (10 percent). 


15-91. Shark fins; 5 percent (10 percent). 
28-75. Rauwolfia root in natural state, even if 
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0.05 per gross 


New Tax Law Proposed For Japan 


The Tax Advisory Council, an ad- 
visory agent of the Japanese Cabinet, 
has proposed to the Minister of Fi- 
nance that legislation be drafted to 
ameliorate the impact on foreign na- 
tionals of the expiration on Decem- 
ber 31, 1955, of the Special Taxation 
Measures Law, No. 136, 1950. 

The Council’s report states that 
continuation of special tax privileges 
for foreigners is not appropriate as 
a matter of principle and must be 
terminated. It recommends, how- 
ever, that transition to full tax lia- 
bility should be gradual. Upon ac- 
ceptance of the Council’s proposal by 
leaders of the Democratic-Liberal 
Party, legislation is expected to be 
drafted covering a temporary period 
of perhaps 2 or 3 years. The new 
law would increase the Japanese tax 
liability of most foreigners in 1956 
over 1955, but special exclusions on 
income earned elsewhere and not 
transmitted to Japan probably will be 
granted. 


Temporary Law Would Ease Tax 


The Special Taxation Measures Law 
provided temporary tax privileges 
for aliens domiciled but not resident 
in Japan. Such aliens declared for 
Japanese tax purposes only that por- 
tion of income earned and paid to 
them in Japan and that portion 
earned outside Japan but remitted 
to them there. Salaries earned in 
Japan but paid outside were exempt 
from Japanese taxation. 

In addition, to encourage foreign 
technicians to go to Japan, designated 
foreign technicians engaged in spec- 
ified fields of activity were granted 
a 50-percent deduction up to a 
maximum .of 3:5 million yen, or 
US$9,722, on the amount of tax lia- 
bility. 

Upon expiration of the Special 
Taxation Measures Law at the end 
of 1955 foreign nationals in Japan 
became subject to the same income 
tax rates as apply to Japanese na- 
tionals. 

Japanese tax rates in middle in- 
come brackets are higher than those 
in the United States. For example, 
a foreign national domiciled in Japan 
for a year or more having a net tax- 
able income of 3 million yen, or 
US$8,333, is liable for national and 





ground. 500 pesos per gross kilogram. 
classification.) 

66-08. Reserpine (alcaloid and salts), 2 per- 
cent. (New classification.) 

66-44. Fluid, solid, or pasty extracts and 
tinctures derived from rauwolfia root and con- 
taining reserpine alcaloid, 300 pesos per gross 
kilogram. 


—Diario Oficial, November 23, 1955. 


(New 


prefectural taxes amounting to 
US$5,902. 

The proposed law is expected to 
ease the tax burden during a transi- 
tion period—Emb., Tokyo. 





Ministry of Economy 
Proposed for Brazil 


The Brazilian Chamber of Deputies 
on January 4 approved a bill creating 
a Ministry of Economy, and the bill 
has gone to the Senate for action. 

The new Ministry would take over 
certain functions of the Ministry of 
Finance and the Ministry of Labor, 
Commerce, and Industry and would 
have supervision over a number of now 
autonomous agencies and organiza- 
tions—the Brazilian Coffee Institute; 
Institute of Sugar and Alcohol; Na- 
tional Mate Institute; National Pine 
Institute; National Salt Institute; 
Reinsurance Institute of Brazil; Na- 
tional Steel Company (Volta Redonda . 
steel plant); Valley of the Rio Doce 
Company, engaged in iron ore mining 
and transportation; National Motor 
Factory; Sao Francisco Hydroelectric 
Company; National Alkali Company; 
Brazilian Petroleum Company (Petro- 
bras); Bank of Brazil; National-Bank 
of Economic Development; Credif 
Bank of the Amazon; B of North- 
east Brazil; and Executive Commis- 
sion for Rubber Defense. 


The new Ministry would embrace 
the Department of Industry and Com- 
merce; Department of Industrial 
Property; Department of Private In- 
surance and Capitalization; Depart- 
ment of Mineral Production; National 
Institute of Technology; and Federal 
Commission of Supply and Prices.— 
Emb., Rio de Janeiro, and local press. 





New Iraq Tariff Law 


In Effect 


A new customs ‘tariff law has 
been enacted in Iraq.and be- 
came effective on January 1. 

The new tariff reportedly re- 
duces duties on essentials, raw 
materials, and agricultural and 
industrial equipment. It also pro- 
tects national industries and in- 
creases rates on luxury goods. 

Although the Arabic text of 
the law was expected to be re- 
leased about January 10, the 
English text reportedly will not 
be published until about 3 
months later. 

The former Iraq tariff law, 
No. 11 of 1933 as amended, has 
been abolished by the Parlia- 
ment.—Emb., Baghdad. 


























WORLD TRADE LEADS 





\ 


By Mission to Pakistan Fair 


A broad interest in trade relations with the United States was shown 
by businessmen interviewed by the U. S. Trade Mission to the Third 
Pakistan International Industries Fair held in Karachi last fall. 

A brief resume of the interview records is given as of possible use to 
firms interested in doing business with Pakistan firms. World Trade 


Directory reports on these firms will 
be prepared upon request. 

The opportunities are grouped un- 
der general classifications’such as ex- 
port, import, agency, or investment, 
with only the commodity of interest 
listed. 


Import Opportunities: 

Krashi Trading Co., Ltd., 20 Hemani 
Mansions, Bunder Road, Karachi: 
Electric lamps with painted camel- 
skin shades, pottery, fancy hand bags, 
embroidered sandals, dried fruits, and 
honey. 

Eastern Service, Ltd., 140 Bunder 
Road, Karachi: China clay, graphite, 
and soapstone. 

Multan Trading Corp., 29 C Shi- 
karpuri Market, Bunder Road, Kara- 
chi: Pottery, lacquer ware, brassware, 
and handmade textiles. 

Asghar Nawab & Bros. Care Pechs 
Office, Karachi: Banaras silk, brass- 
ware, and sheepcasings. 

Services, Unlimited, Dalgusha Build- 
ing, McLeod Road, Karachi: Medicinal 
herbs, curios, novelties, and handi- 
crafts. 


Export Opportunities: 

Ashva Bros., 11A Fadoo Building, 
Bunder Road, Karachi: Secondhand 
clothing, nylon, and rayon remnants. 

Dawn Paper Mart, Campbell Street, 
Karachi: Bond paper and news print. 
Also is interested in printing and 
paper-bag machinery. 

Siddig Mohamid Bawaney & Co., 50 
New Cloth Market, Karachi: Dye- 
stuffs direct from producers. 

Erose Mill Store, Nicol Road, Ka- 
rachi: Insulating materials, packing, 
pipe fittings, and other mill supplies. 

Fozan, Ltd., Marston Road, Karachi: 
Pharmaceutical] machinery. 


The Imperial Electric Co., Shah Din 
Building, Karachi: Copper and alumi- 
num wire, transmission poles, por- 
celain insulators, and machine tools. 

International Trade Developer, 66 
Noov Chambers, Bunder Road, Ka- 
rachi: Medicinal and pharmaceutical 
supplies. 


Khaipur Industries, Ltd., Khaipur 
Mirs (Sind), wishes quotations on 
many kinds of industrial machinery 
and equipment, such as wire netting 
machines, nail- and tack-making ma- 
chines, spray painting equipment, 
lathes, etc., as well as a rolling mill. 

Yusafale M. M. Lookmanji, Napier 





Road, Karachi: Iron and steel prod- 
ucts. ‘ 

Mall Hardware Co., The Mall, La- 
hore: Diesel and electric pumps, con- 
crete ‘mixers, stone crushers, and 
pulley blocks. 

Shaikh Meer Hasan Haji Mardan & 
Co., Plot No. 127, G/2 Pechs, Karachi: 
Glassmaking machine. 

Nishat Fruit Products, Block No. 16, 
Sargodha, Punjab: Canning plants 
for processing preserves, juice ex- 
tractors, and mixers. 

Pak-Burma Traders, 118 Laxmidas 
Street, Karachi: Photographers’ sup- 
plies. 

Premier Acid & Chemical Co., D-51, 
Sind Industrial Estate, Karachi: 


Vegetable-oil filtering machinery. 
Prince Bobin Factory, 309 Elford 
Street, Garden West, Karachi: Auto- 


(Continued on Page 17) 


Belgian Village Offers 
Industrial Facilities 


Facilities for establishing new indus- 
tries in the Village of Dottignies, West 
Flanders, are offered to interested 
American investors. 

Urbanization plans for the.commu- 
nity include 4 new industrial zones, 
well situated for building new plants. 
The village has a population of 6,000, 
of which 1,200 are local workers of 
both sexes and 400 are French citizens, 
mostly employed in the textile indus- 
try. The local industry consists of 1 
cotton and fiber spinning mill, 1 wool 
spinning mill, 4 woolen-fabric weaving 
mills, 2 workshops making weaving 
apparatus, 2 factories weaving furni- 
ture fabrics, and 1 laundry and dyeing 
installation. 

The village has easy access to rail, 
highway, and inland waterway trans- 
portation. There is currently some un- 
employment, the monthly average be- 
ing 375 men and 257 women. 

As an added inducement for in- 
vestors, the community offers exemp- 
tion from local taxes for 10 years, 
averaging 15,000 francs (US$300) per 
year for an industry employing 100 
workers. 

Interested American firms may ob- 
tain further information by writing to 
Le Bourgmestre, J. Mullie, Commune 
de Dottignies, Flandre Occidentale. 





Trade, Investment Leads Cited — Guatemala To Auction 


Three Forestry Units 


Three additional forestry units are 
to be auctioned by Direccion Genera] 
Forestal, Parque Nacional “La Aurora”, 
Guatemala City. 

Bids may be submitted until Feb. 
ruary 16 covering the following zones: 
Zone 1, at Poptun, comprises 3,875 
square kilometers; Zone 2, at Fallabon, 
4,000 square kilometers; and Zone 3, 
at Dos Lagunas, 3,500 square kilo. 
meters. Current base prices for timber 
to be auctioned are: Mahogany (Swie- 
tenia macrophylla), $17 per cubic 
meter; Cedar (Cedrella mexicana) 
$11; secondary species, $4; and pine 
$2.50. 

Estimated. annual cuttings which 
can be made for precious woods are: 
Zone 1—11,820 cubic meters; Zone 2? 
—11,184 cubic. meters; and Zone $— 
11,820 cubic meters. Log exports are 
prohibited; lumber exports through 
gateways determined by the Forestry 
Bureau can be made only after the 
local demand has been satisfied. 

The successful bidder must comply 
with the provisions of the Guatemalan 
forestry decree. Instead of replanting 
5 trees for each cubic meter of precious 
wood cut, however, the operator may 
elect to pay the Forestry Bureau t 
conduct the reforestation. In addition, 
the contractor must install in each 
unit an industrial center to include 
sawmills, shops, hospitals, schools, 
telecommunication service, and hous- 
ing for workers. Suitable roads must 
be built. 

Third parties must be permitted to 
remove by March 17, 1958, 2,749 ma- 
hogany trees granted them in prio 
concessions. 

A refundable deposit of $5,000 must 
be submitted with the bid for each 
unit, which may be made separately 
or combined. Successful foreign bid- 
ders must form a Guatemalan com- 
pany prior to signing the contract. 

Supplemental data and copies of 
the auction announcement are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com+ 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. : 





Korea Extends Bid Deadline 


The Director, Office of Supply, Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Korea, 
Seoul, has extended to March 2 the 
bid deadline for the supply of treated 
crossties, switch ties, and bridge; ties 
The cross-sectional size of the switch 
ties is given as 7” x 9”. 

This bid invitation was published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Janu- 
ary 16, 1956, page 15. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Portuguese Port 


Expansion Planned 


Expansion of the artificial port of 
Leixoes near Oporto is planned under 
a 6-year program for economic de- 
yelopment extending from 1953 to 
1958. 


The total cost is calculated at 175 
million escudos (about $6,119,000), in- 
cluding construction of new docks 
and accessory works. The port is ex- 
pected to have 4,130 meters of wharves 
and docks capable of handling 4 to 
6 million metric tons yearly. This 
port will be used to handle the over- 
flow of increased shipping in North- 
ern Portugal and as a shelter port 
for navigation bound for Oporto in 
heavy weather. 

The work is to comprise the fol- 
lowing: Channel and bridge work, for 
which bids have already been re- 
ceived from local firms; a new dock 
capable of admitting vessels with a 
maximum length of 270 meters; 
wharves for vessels draughting 33 to 
36 feet; adjacent avenues surround- 
ing the port installations connecting 
with all the roads and streets already 
in use and with those to be built; 
modifications in the fresh-water sup- 
ply, electric power and telephone sys- 
tems in both sides of the port area; 
and accessory works and equipment 
such as paving, warehouses, lights, 
cranes, and the like. 

Bids for the last items will be 
called for only after the first project 
has been completed. Interested firms 
may wish to communicate with Ad- 
ministracao dos Portos do Douro e 
Leixoes, Palacio da Bolsa, Rua Fer- 
reira Borges, Oporto, for details. 


Supplemental data are available for 
feview on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce. U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Congo Medical Services 


To Buy Bandages 


The Medical Services of the 
Belgian Congo Government— 
Section des Aprovisionnements 
Medicaux of the 7th Direction 
Generale at Leopoldville—invite 
bids until March 7 for a large 
quantity of bandages, estimated 
value $400,000. 

A copy of the specifications for 
this Tender No. 4/722/56 is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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New Factory Planned in Brazil © 


American capital amounting to some 
US$411,000 is needed to construct a 
new factory and to purchase machin- 
ery and equipment to manufacture 
disinfectants, insecticides, and related 
products in Sao Paulo. 

A new company, Industrias Quimicas 
Reunidas Bek, S. A., Rua Pedro Vicente 
99, Sao Paulo 2, has been formed to 
expand the work of the old company, 
Produtos Beko Ltda., which has been 
in this business for some years. 

Plans for the new factory call for 
the production of disinfectants, floor 
waxes, ant poison, caustic soda, and 
insecticides, as well as greases, lubri- 
cants, pitch, black paint, water proof- 
ing, products for cattle and agricul- 
ture, and cleaning fluid. While Ameri- 
can investors are not offered a share 
in the management at present, this 
aspect may be subject to negotiation. 

Supplemental data on the firm’s 
current operations and a copy of the 
proposal prepared by Professional 
Services Corporation do Brasil, 8. A., 
Caixa Postal 8316, Sao Paulo, are 
available for review on loan from the 


Milk Industry in Greek 
City Wants Machinery 


The Agricultural Bank of Greece, 23 
Venezelos Street, Athens, invites bids 
until March 9 covering machinery 
units and accessories required by the 
Lamia Milk Industry to be established 
in Lamia. 

The milk processing plant should be 
able to handle 7.5 to 8.5 tons of milk 
daily in an 8-hour working day. Milk 
will be delivered to the plant for. ap- 
proximately 6 months, twice daily, and 
for another 6 months once a day. 

Of the milk delivered daily, 1,000 
liters .will be pasteurized, bottled, or 
packed in carton containers; 1,500 to 
2,500 liters will be used in the produc- 
tion of hard cheese; 300 to 500 liters 
for the production of yogurt; 300 to 
400 liters in the production of ice 
creams May to October; and 5,000 liters 
will be made into evaporated milk. 

A copy of the specifications may be 
obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 








Egypt To Purchase Rails 

The Survey Department, Giza (Or- 
man), Egypt, invites bids until Feb- 
ruary 15 for the supply of 500 light 
rails and 1,000 heavy rails. 

Copies of the conditions and speci- 
fications may be purchased from the 
Bureau of the Egyptian Commercial 
Counsellor, 2310 Decatur Place NW, 
Washington, D. C., for $1.44 a set. 


Commercial Intelligence Division, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25,D.C. : 
Correspondence may be addressed to 
the Professional Serviees Corporation 
do Brasil, S. A., at the given address. 


Canadian Company 
Wants U. S. Capital 


C. T. Electrical Controls Ltd., Box 
550, Brandon, Manitoba, manufac- 
turers of secondary distribution circuit 
breakers, seeks American capital to 
expand its production of switchgear, 
and to acquire licenses to manufacture 
similar U. S. equipment in Canada. 

The company is a division of Pioneer 
Electric Ltd., a nationwide manufac- 
turing and sales organization, and 
wants to extend its range, which cur- 
rently terminates at 400 volts, 150 am- 
peres, 10-kilovolt-ampere short circuit 
capacity, and 15-kilovolt impulse level. 
The company reportedly .employs 60 
people in a modern piant of 12,000 
square feet and is equipped for jig 
tool, punch, and die manufacture, 
bakelite molding, automatic spot weld- 
ing, power press work, heat treating, 
cyanide hardening, cadmium plating, 
and the like. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Mr. W. K. Roots, 
Managing Director. 








New Zealand in Market To Buy 
Mobile Log-Loading Crane 


The Stores Officer, New Zealand 
Forest Service, P. O. Box 1028, Welling- 
ton, invites bids until February 28 for 
the supply of. one truck-mounted 
mobile log-loading crane. 

A copy of the specifications and bid- 
ding conditions is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Depatment of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C. 


Electrical Equipment Needed 
For Congo Airport Project 

The Direction de l’Aeronautique at 
Leopoldville-Kalina invites bids until 
March 13 for the furnishing, installa- 
tion, and putting into service of equip- 
ment for the distribution of electrical 
energy for the new airport at Coquil-_ 
hatville, estimated value $78,240. In- 
formation on this bid, No. 116-62-54, 
may be obtained from the Direction de 
l’Aeronautique at Leopoldville-Kalina. 

American firms writing for the bid- 
ding document on sale for $6 at the 
Offices of the Service des Approvision- 
nements et de l’Agence Coloniale des 
Adjudications, 1 rue de la Regence, 
Brussels, should include $1 extra for 
postage. 
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NATO Plans Building Construction in Italy 
And Pipeline Installation in Netherlands 


Two new projects, one in Italy and 
the other in the Netherlands, totaling 
an estimated $900,000, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The project in Italy involves eon- 
struction of an operational and logis- 
tical building, including internal 
utilities, at Cameri Airbase at an es- 
timated cost of $752,000. The period 
allowed for completion of the project 
is 180 days. 

Interested American firms must 
submit their applications not later 
than February 10 to Ministero Difesa 
Aeronautica, Direzione Generale De- 
manio, Ufficio Studi, Viale Castro 
Pretorio, Rome, referring to Project 
No. 025. Bid invitations will be sent 
to qualified firms on February 15; and 
the contract will be awarded March 15. 

The Netherlands project, estimated 
at a total of $149,442, calls for in- 
stallation of internal pipelines, $32,- 
598: fuel tanks and booster pumps 
for internal pipelines, $25,376; con- 
structional provisions for installation 
of internal pipelines, $80,964; and 
electrotechnical provisions for instal- 
lation of internal pipelines, $10,504. 


Data To Be Submitted 


Interested firms should express their 
desire to tender by February 20 to 
De Directeur Gebouwen, Werken en 
Terreinen, Begijnestraat 40, The 
Hague, referring to ICB No. 17. Po- 
tential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the named Netherlands 
Government office regarding compa- 
rable work done for U. S. Government 
agenies. A copy of this resume should 
be sent to the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., to 
permit prompt certification of inter- 
ested firms. 


Firms interested in the Italian proj- 





Ceylon Plans Construction 


Of Electrical Substation 


The Chairman, Tender Board, Minis- 
try of Transport and Works, Trans- 
works House, Colombo, will receive 
tenders until April 4 for the supply of 
all necessary materials and labor and 
the entire construction and mainte- 
mance for a specified period of one 
33/11-kilovolt, 25,000-kilovolt-ampere, 
substation in Colombo. 

Tender books may be purchased from 
the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington 8, D. C., for 
£8 (£1—US$2.80) and a tender deposit 
of £39 is required, which is refundable. 


ect should give information on their 
qualifications on an appropriate form 
whch may be obtained from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, BFC. 

A brochure describing the NATO In- 
ternational bidding program also may 
be obtained from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or from any U. 8. 
Department of Commerce Field Office. 


Greece Needs Water 
Pumps, Other Items 


The Ministry of Finance, State Pro- 
curement Service, 56 El. Venizelos 
Street, Athens, invites bids until Feb- 
ruary 22 for 6 sets of water pumping 
equipment with motors, 13 water me- 
ters, 52 fire hydrants, 38 strainers, 28 
water clamps; until February 23, 2,500 
ampoules of nupercaine, 58,000 am- 
poules of novalgine, 1,810 ampoules of 
uroselectan B, 100 ampoules of hepa- 
rine depot sodium, 260 vials of lipio- 
dol, 10,800 ampoules of ephedrine sul- 
fate; and until March 2, 2,000 kilo- 
grams hydraulic brake fluids. 

The Greek Water Company, 4 Kolo- 
kotroni Street, Athens, invites bids 
until March 2 for 25,000 linear meters 
of 54-inch copper pipe. 

Copies of the bidding conditions and 
specifications are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Addi- 
tional information and assistance to 
prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 729 15th Street NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 








Surgical Dressings, X-ray 
Film Needed in Ceylon 


The Chairman, Tender Board, Minis- 
try of Health; P. O. Box 500, Colombo, 
invites tenders until February 21 for 
the supply of 750,000 yards of absorb- 
ent gauze, 30,000 pounds of absorbent 
hospital lint, and 15,000 pounds of cel- 
lulose wadding. 

That same authority invites bids 
until February 28 for the supply of 
1,000 packets of X-ray film, 17” x 14”; 
1,800 packets, 12” x 10”; and 900 pack- 
ets, 10” x 8”; 4,360 packets of photo- 
fluorographic film, size 5” x 4”, in 
packets of 25 each; 600 tins of devel- 
oper for 4” x 5” fluorographic films; 
and 600 tins of fixer for 4” x 5” fluoro- 
graphic film. 

Copies of tender schedules are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





New Zealand Invites 


Bids for Paper 


The Government Printing and 
Stationery Department, Private 
Bag, Governmefit Buildings P. O., 
Wellington, invites bids until 
February 24 for the supply of 
the following paper, Tender No. 
886: 100 reams of white banks; 
3,550 reams of colored banks, flat 
sheets; 50 reams of cover papers; 
340 reams of gummed paper; 175 
reams of handmade paper; 3,825 
reams of writing papers; and 
10,450 reams of white bond. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. and 
from the New Zealand Govern- 
ment Trade Commissioner, 1145 
19th Street NW., Washington 6, 
D. C. 











India Invites Bids 
On Power Equipment 


The Director of Industries and Cen- 
tral Purchasing Officer, Old Custom 
House Yard, Bombay 1, invites bids for 
the supply and erection of power 
transformers and power transmission 
lines, Tender Nos. 70 and 71 respec- 
tively, in connection with the Koyna 
hydroelectric project. 

The power transformers are esti- 
mated to cost 11,012,000 Indian rupees 
($2,312,520) and the transmission lines 
25,534,000 rupees ($5,362,140). Bids 
must be filed with the Director by 
March 26 for the transformers and 
March 22 for the transmission lines. 


Bid invitations on other phases of 
this project—construction of tunnels, 
and appurtenances, dam construction, 
and supply and installation of tur- 
bines and generators—were announced 
in the following issues of Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly: June 13, 1955, July 4, 
1955, and November 7, 1955, page 13 in 
each issue. 


Tender forms, together with detailed 
specifications and relevant drawings, 
may be obtained from the Office of the 
Director of Industries on payment of 
100 rupees ($21) per set for the trans- 
mission lines and 50 rupees ($10.50) 
per set for the transformers. 





U. S. wheat and wheat flour exports 
in July-October of the 1955-56 mar- 
keting season amounted to 80.2 million 
bushels grain equivalent, compared 


with 744 million bushels exported © 


in the corresponding period a year 
earlier, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 
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Manufacturing Facilities 


Offered by Canadian Firm 


The Sonograph Engineering & Man- 
ufacturing Co., Ltd., of 122 Laird 
Drive, Toronto, wishes to interest U. S. 
firms in using its engineering or man- 
ufacturing facilities for the produc- 
tion of electrical or electronic equip- 
ment in Canada. 


The firm manufactures dictating 
machines and accessories, single and 
multichannel magnetic recording de- 
vices for commercial and military use. 
A medium-sized company established 
in 1949, Sonograph has direct sales 
branches in Montreal, Windsor, Kings- 
ton, and London, Ontario, and sales 
coverage of all Canada. 

Interested parties should communi- 
cate direct with Mr. W. E. Halder, Sales 
Promotion Manager of the company, 
at the Toronto address. 





Austrian Businessman Offers 


Building Materials License 


Mr. Arnold Stoessl, Hahngasse 12, 
Vienna IX, wishes to negotiate with 
American firms interested in obtain- 
ing licenses for the manufacture of 
patented building materials. Processes 
for manufacturing a dome sheet with 
superior strength, a sectional steel 
pole, and a link-seam joining of steel 
and aluminum sheets are offered. 

Copies of descriptive material in 
English and illustrated brochures on 
these patents are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Correspondence should be directed 


to Mr. Arnold Stoess] at the Vienna 
address. 





India in Market To Sell 


Seventeen Aircraft 


The Director General, Supplies 
and Disposals, Disposals Wing, 
Shahjahan Road, New Delhi, in- 
vite bids until March 2 for the 
purchase and removal of the fol- 
lowing aircraft: 7 Avro Anson, 
8 Chipmunk, and 1 Dove at the 
Civil Aviation Training Center, 
Bamrauli, Allahabad; and 1 L-5 
at the Civil Aerodrome, Patna, 
Tender No. D.GS&D/MMH-5/ 
Tender No. 29. 

Prospective buyers may obtain 
tender sets from the Accounts 
Officer, India Supply Mission, 
2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washimgton 8, D. C., on payment 
of $1 each. 
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Mexican Artisans To 
Export Handicrafts 


A group of Mexican artisans in 
Tzintzuntzan in the State of Michoa- 
can has formed a cooperative called 
“Casa de las Artesanias San Jose, 
§.C.deR.L.,” and wants to export its 
handicrafts to the United States. 

These consist of palm-woven and 
colonial furniture, handwoven cloth, 
and embroidered tablecloths, skirts, 
blouses, and shawls. It is reported 
that first-class lumber is used in mak- 
ing the furniture, and that cotton and 
woolen textiles are fast dyed in 
regional styles. 


While the group has little business 
experience other than supplying in- 
dividual tourists, it would welcome 
orders from U. S. firms and indi- 
viduals. The Tzintzuntzan area has 
very little in the way of economic 
resources, and expansion of this small 
industry would be a great boon to the 
area. 


A price list of the furniture and 
photographs are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. For fur- 
ther information, interested parties 
should write to Sr. Jesus Huipe, Casa 
de las Artesanias San Jose, S.C. de 
R.L., Tzintzuntzan, Michoacan, pref- 
erably in Spanish, sending a copy of 
the letter to Dr. Gerhard Salomon, 
Centro Regional de Educacion Fun- 
damental para La American Latina, 
Patzcuaro, Michoacan. 





Damodar Valley Corporation 
Needs Circuit Breakers 


The Damodar Valley Corporation, 
Anderson House, Alipore, Calcutta 27, 
invites bids until March 7 for the 
supply of 132-kilovolt power circuit 
breakers for Panchet Hill, Maithon, 
and Bokaro Switchyards, tender speci- 
fications No. ED. 715 and ED. 715-4. 


A copy of the specifications and 
general conditions of contract is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 





Machinery Testing Station 
To Be Set Up in Turkey 


Information on equipment needed 
to establish a modern agricultural 
tractor and farm machinery testing 
and research station is requested by 
the Turkish Ministry of Agriculture. 

Catalogs, price lists, and other com- 
mercial literature are wanted on the 
various equipment to be procured. A 
budget of about $100,000 has been set 


aside for this purpose. Literature 
should be forwarded to T. C. Ziraat 
Vekaleti, Sube 4, Ankara. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the al precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form pf literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


In Foreign Countries 
Hardware: 


Belgium—S. A. des Usines et Boulon- 
neries de Mariemont (manufacturer 
and exporter of bolts and nuts), Haine 
St. Pierre, wishes to manufacture un- 
der license in Belgium such articles 
as can be made with available ma- 





_chinéry and equipment or obtain 


agency for U. S. products which will 
complement present line. 


Industrial Equipment: 


Belgium — Ateliers de Boechout et 
Thirion Reunis S.-A. (manufacturer 
and exporter of galvanized and enam- 
eled sheets, household articles, steel 
window frames, metal lath, mine cars, 
boilers, pontoons, and metal drums), 
Chaussee de Vleurgat, 249-253, Brus- 
sels, is interested in obtaining li- 
censes to manufacture in Belgium, 
with or without financial participa- 
tion, products which will fit into its 
manufacturing program, particularly 


gas cylinders for electric welding. 


Catalog and folder with plans, photo- 
graphs, and sales literature, in French, 
available.* 

Metal Castings: 

Belgium—FACO, s. c.—Fonderies, At- 
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eliers, et Commerce (manufacturer of 
agricultural machinery, pumps, struc- 
tural metals; foundry and smelter, in- 
cluding spheroidal graphite smelting), 
3 rue Sainte-Adele, Orp-le-Grand, 
Prov. Brabant, wishes to manufacture 
in Belgium under license products 
made from castings, and any ma- 
terials or machinery for which smelt- 
ing is necessary. In addition to pres- 
ent workshop, firm has warehouse 
which may be utilized for expansion. 
Tilustrated leaflet in French avail- 
able.* ; 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Art Goods: 

Denmark—S. P. Trading Co. b/Stig 
P. Petersen (exporter), 7 Bellevuevej, 
Klampenborg, wishes to export direct 
or through agent original oil paint- 
ings on canvas and reproductions of 
well-known Danish and foreign 
paintings. 

India — Girdhari Lal Lalta Prasad 
(manufacturer, export merchant), Ba- 
zar Chowk, Moradabad, Uttar Pra- 
desh, wishes to export direct 5,000 
monthly of unframed and/or framed 
hand-painted pictures of 18 different 
designs depicting Indian scenes. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts: 

Germany—Tweer & Turck, Metall- 
warenfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 
1 Gustavstrasse, Luedenscheid, wishes 
to export direct or through agent a 
large quantity of metal emblems for 
bicycles and badges. Illustrated leaf- 
lets available.* 

India—Banaras Bead Manufacturing 
Co. (manufacturer, exporter, and im- 
porter), Moti Bldg... B. H. U. Gate, 
Lanka Banaras-5, Uttar Pradesh, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent glass beads, 2 mm. to 16 mm., 
round and oval shaped, in 30 different 
colors. World Trade Directory report 
under preparation. 


India—Central Trading Co. (export 
merchant, manufacturer’s agent, com- 
mission merchant, importer), Opposite 
Jama Masjid Dispensary, Jama Masjid, 
Delhi-6, wishes to export direct or 
through agent Indian handicrafts in- 
cluding ivory works, for example, chess 
sets, envelope openers, toys, cigarette 
holders, and jewelry; and gold- and 
silver-thread hand-embroidered goods 
including handbags and saris. 

India — Girdhari Lal Lalta Prasad 
(manufacturer, export merchant, 
wholesaler), Bazar Chowk, Moradabad, 
Uttar Pradesh, wishes to export direct 
large quantities of artware including 
handmade brass and copper plates, 
bowls, vases, planters, wall plaques, 
coffee pourers, ash trays, and candle 
stands. 

India—Nagar Bros. (manufacturer, 
export merchant, wholesaler), 18 Gola- 
gali, P. O. Box No. 12, Banaras, Uttar 
Pradesh, wishes to export direct or 
_ through agent Banaras silk saris, bro- 
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New or Used Rails 
Needed by Egypt 


The Director General, Survey 
Department, Egyptian Ministry 
of Public Works, Giza, Orman, 
invites bids until February 15 for 
the supply of 1,500 metric tons 
of new or second hand rails. Bids 
must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt and 
must be accompanied by a pro- 
visional deposit of two percent of 
the value of the contract. 

A copy of the specifications and 
bidding conditions is available 
for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 











cades, scarfs, stoles, and dress lengths, 
cotton and silk mixed saris, hand-em- 
broidered goods including collars, bags, 
and belts. Offers 5,000 yards of Bana- 
rasi cloth, and 5,000 pieces of embroid- 
eries monthly. 

India —Shroffs (Delhi) (manufac- 
turer, export merchant), 7-B Asaf Ali 
Road, New Delhi, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of Indian handicrafts and cottage- 
industry products including carpets, 
brass, artware, sandalwood products, 
and ivory works. Price list available.* 

Cutlery: 

Germany—Paul Spilker & Co. (man- 
ufacturer and exporter of tools), 9 
Voelklinger Strasse, Wuppertal-Bar- 
men, wishes to export direct large 
quantities monthly of scissors and 
shears. Illustrated leaflet available.* 

Foodstuffs: 

Netherlands — Centrale Organisatie 
voor Verkoop CENTRAVO (commis- 
sion merchant), 26 Cesar Francklaan, 
Heemstede, wishes to export direct 
hen and duck eggs in the shell, frozen 
yolks and whites, borated and ben- 
zoated yolks, and spray dried yolks 
and whites. 

Hardware: 

India —Girdhari Lal Lalta Prasad 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and export 
merchant), Bazar Chowk, Moradabad, 
Uttar Pradesh, wishes to export direct 
large quantities of handmade archi- 
tectural and ornamental brass hard- 
ware and furniture fittings of oriental 
designs including door handles, switch 


plates, door plates, screen hinges, 
screens and towel hangers. 
Hearing Aids: 


Germany—Akumed Gesellschaft fur 
akustisch-medizinische Apparate m.b. 
H. (manufacturer), 4 Neue Bayreuther 
Strasse, Berlin W 30, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 1,000 to 1,500 
monthly of hearing aids mounted into 
spectacle frames in 21 different 


sizes. Weight per spectacle 100 grams, 
Also interested in negotiating with 
U. 8. manufacturer in this field on the 
basis of a community of interest. n- 
lustrated leaflets available.* 

Insecticides: 

Japan — Fujii-Daimaru Department 
Store (importer, exporter), Tera- 
machi, Shijo, Shimokyo-ku (Centraj 
P. O. Box 110), Kyoto, wishes to export 
direct or through agent pyrethrum, 

Jewelry and Gem Stones: 

India—Gujarmal Jamnadas (manu- 
facturer, export merchant, importer), 
Johri Bazar, Jaipur, Rajasthan, wishes 
to export direct emeralds, rubies and 
sapphires; also, rings, necklaces, 
lockets, and brooches. World Trade 
Directory report in preparation. . 

Machinery: 

Germany — Walther Baumhoff KG. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 42 Hohen- 
staufenring, Koeln a. Rh., wishes to 
export direct or through agent road- 
surface processing and marking ma- 
chines. Illustrated leaflets available* 

Italy—Scassa & C. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 83 Yia Nizza, Turin, desires 
to export direct or through agent 
high-precision woodworking machines 
and tools. 

Sweden — Bogesundsmaskiner AB 
(manufacturer, exporter), Fis 
tan 7, Ulricehamn, wishes to export 
direct or through agent woodworking 
machinery including drum sanders, 
drum grinders, and glue sprayers. 
Illustrated leaflets available.* 


Shoes: 

Italy—Calcop Calzaturificio Coppola 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
Via Cairoli 10 1/A, Dolo (Venice), 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 200,000 pairs annually of mod- 
ern style men’s and children’s shoes. 

Spices and Oils: 

Japan — Fujii-Daimaru Department 
Store (importer, exporter), Tera- 
machi, Shijo, Shimokyo-ku (Central 
P. O. Box 110), Kyoto, desires to ex- 
port direct or through agent dried 
ginger, peppermint oil, and chillies. 

Textiles: 

Italy—Filatura Angelo Bonfno & C. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
25 Via Serralunga, Biella (Vercelli 
Province), wishes to export direct or 
through agent wool, cotton, and 
mixed carded threads. 

Tools: 

Germany—Kriescher & Cie. (whole- 
saler, exporter), 31 Lindemann- 
Strasse, Duesseldorf-Zoo, wishes to 
export direct or through agent new 
and used machine tools. Price list 
available.* 

Germany—Pohl & Jehne (manufac- 
turer), 19 Pawesiner Weg, Berlin- 
Spandau, wishes to export direct oF 
through agent watchmaker’s tools in- 
cluding a newly developed hinge-cut- 
ter and parallel-closing plier made 
of special hardened steel (patent 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 











 ufactur 


Strasse 


- export | 


of hal 
availab 

Toys: 

Fran 
turer, 
Ratauc 
rect h 
picting 
can di 
21 cm. 


EXPC 


Auto 
Sauc 
Agenci 





. utor, | 


sion n 
wishes 
agenc} 

Bea! 

Indi 
factur 
comm. 





OR 


ae oF 


\— 


ate) 


), 


yr 
d 


a 
l- 


t= 
l- 


l- 
t- 
le 
at 


1onunr 








—_—_— 


pending). Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 

Germany—Paul Spilker & Co. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 9 Voelklinger 
Strasse, Wuppertal-Barmen,.wishes to 
export direct large quantities monthly 
of hand tools. Illustrated leaflets 
available.* 

Toys: 

France — Roger Marvel (manufac- 
turer, .exporter, wholesaler), 5 rue 
Rataud, Paris, wishes to export di- 
rect handmade character dolls de- 
picting mer and women French can- 
can dancers in heights 16 cm. and 
21 cm. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts: 

Saudi Arabia — Mondial Trading 
Agencies (general importer, distrib- 
utor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), P. O. Box 370, Jidda, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for automotive parts. 

Bearings: 

India—Central Trading Co. (manu- 
facturer’s representative, importer, 
commission merchant, exporter), Op- 
posite Jama Masjid Dispensary, Jama 
Masjid, Delhi 6, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for ball bear- 
ings of all types. 





Chemicals: 
Germany —G. Grolman oHG. (im- 
porter, wholesaler), 15 Alexander- 


strasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to pur- 
chase direct barium sulfate, natural, 
crude, ground, not chemically precip- 
itated. 

India — Bansal Trading Co. 
porter and manufacturer’s representa- 
tive handling glass and ceramic 
chemicals), Hanuman Road, Firoza- 
bad, Uttar Pradesh, wishes to purchase 
direct selenium metal powder, 99.9%, 
lcwt.; and cryolite, barium carbonate, 
and antimony oxide. 

India — Niranjan Lal Chheda Lal 
(manufacturer of glass bangles, im- 
porter of heavy chemicals), Firoza- 
bad, District Agra, Uttar Pradesh, 
wishes to purchase direct 200 Ibs. 
monthly of selenium metal powder, 
black, 99.5% 

Kuwait—Rajab S. A. Rafaei (im- 
porter, wholesaler, commission mer- 
chant), P. O. Box 161, Kuwait, wishes 
to establish business connections with 
U. S. exporters and manufacturers 
of caustic soda, and to obtain an 
initial delivery of 500 tons of caustic 
soda of 98-99% purity. Available 
Samples and details of price and de- 
livery in Kuwait are desired as soon 
as possible. 

Electrical Supplies and Equipment: 

India—Central Trading Co. (manu- 
facturer’s representative, importer, 
commission merchant, exporter), Op- 
posite Jama Masjid Dispensary, Jama 
Masjid, Delhi 6, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for all types 
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Ceylon Ministry To Buy 
Motorized Scrapers 


The Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Lands and Land De- 
velopment, P. O. Box 500, Colom- 
bo, invites tenders until March 
13 for the supply of ten pneu- 
matic-tired motor scrapers, to- 
gether with accessories. 

A copy of the tender form and 
specifications is available for re- 
view on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Tender forms 
also may be obtained from the 
Ceylon Embassy, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D. C. 











(im- 


of electrical instruments, wires and 
cables, meters, motors, and power 
line materials. 

Saudi Arabia -— Mondial Trading 
Agencies (general importer, dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 370, 
Jidda, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for electrical ap- 
pliances. 


Electronic Supplies and Equipment: 

Netherlands—Bish Ingenieursbureau 
(importing distributor), 37-37-a Bar- 
entszstraat, The Hague, wishes to 
purchase direct electronic devices for 
industrial use, particularly devices 
for the automatic operation of ma- 
chines and instruments, including in- 
struments for the continuous check- 
ing of weighing machines and instru- 
ments for counting tablets and plac- 
ing them in bottles and tubes. 

Foodstuffs: 

Belgian Congo — Compagnie des 
Produits et des Frigoriferes du Congo 
Profrigo (importer of foodstuffs and 
all kinds of refrigerated foods, fruits 
and meats), B. P. 231, Matadia, wishes 
to purchase direct oranges. 

Saudi Arabia — Mohammed Nour 
Sala Jamjoom & Bros. (importer, re- 
tailer, commission agent handling 
confectioneries, perfumes, stationery, 
foodstuffs), P. O. Box 12, Jidda, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
for canned fruits. 

Hospital Equipment: 

Saudi Arabia—Arabian Engineering 
Co. Areen (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 266, 
Jidda, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for hospital equipment. 

Household Goods: 

Netherlands—B. M. Koopal (import- 
ing distributor, indent agent), 49 
Lombardkade, Rotterdam, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency 
for mothproof bags; plastic goods, 


\ ‘ 


such as bottles, table covers, foils, 
bath and toilet articles; and rubber 
bath and toilet articles. 

Instruments: 

Saudi Arabia—Arabian Engineering 
Co. Areen presage distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 266, 
Jidda, wishes to purchase direct surgi- 
ical instruments. 

Jewelry and Stones: . 

India—Gujarmal Jamnadas (manu- 
facturer, export merchant, importer), 
Johri Bazar, Jaipur, Rajasthan, wishes - 
to purchase direct rough emeralds of | 
South American origin. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Machinery: ‘ 
Pakistan—Pervez Industrial Corp., 
Ltd. (manufacturer of lamps, stoves, 
and polishes), Tejbhandas Bldg., New 
Challi, Frere Road, Karachi, wishes to 
purchase direct presses, grinding and 

drilling machinery, milling 

and lathes, for the production of 
pressure oil and gas lamps, cookers, 
and gas heaters. Secondhand machin- 
ery preferred. 

Marine Engines: 

Italy—Antonio Mangeruva (mae 
porter, dealer, sales agent), 4/1 Via 
David Chiossone, Genoa, wishes to 
purchase direct diesel- and gasoline- 
operated marine engines and out- 
board motors for pleasure and com- 
mercial use. 

Metal Products: 

Austria—Dipl. Kfm. Ing. A. Wochin- 
- (importer, commission merchant, 

es agent handling plastics, tin 
plate, and transformer sheets), 10 
Franz Hochedlingergasse, Vienna I, 
wishes to purchase direct and/or ob- 
tain agency for standard sizes and 
qualities of tinplate and transformer 
sheets. Firm estimates that 100 tons 
of each can be sold monthly. 

Musical Instruments: 

Netherlands—B, M. Koopal (import- 
ing distributor, indent agent), 49 
Lombardkade, Rotterdam, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency 
for portable phonographs and sound 
tape recorders. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

Saudi Arabia—Arabian Engineering 
Co. Areen (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 266, 
Jidda, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for pharmaceuticals. 

Plastic and Ceramic Goods: 

Saudi Arabia—Mondial Trading 
Agencies (general importer, distribu- 
tor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), P. O. Box 370, Jidda, 
wishes to purchase direct and ob- 
tain agency for plastic — ceramic 
goods. 

Printer’s ieraiiiecibiiin: 


Germany—“Plastex” Dr. H. Birken- 
hauer KG. (importer, manufacturer), 
1-3 Klarastrasse, Essen, wishes to pur- 
chase direct printing rollers for plastic 


15 
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and plastic-covered material manu- 
factured according to the photo- or 
roto-engraving process, working width 
up to 2,200 mm. 

Tobacco: 

Germany—L. Neuhaus (importer 
raw tobacco, machines, and acces- 
sories for tobacco processing; manu- 
facturer and exporter of smoking to- 
bacco, cigars), Welschen Ennest, 
wishes to purchase direct raw to- 
bacco for the production of smoking 
tobacco and cigars. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Autometive Parts and Tools: 

Union of South Africa—Edgar, Don- 
ald & Co. (manufacturer’s agent), 
Permanent Bldgs., 8 Darling St., Cape 
Town, seeks agency from U. S. manu- 
facturers who can offer spares, tools, 
and equipment for American cars and 
trucks, 


Union of South Africa—Robert H. 
Page (manufacturer’s agent), 252 Mu- 
tual Bldg., Darling St., P.O. Box 190, 
Cape Town, seeks agency for automo- 
tive parts and accessories. 

Automotive Vehicles: 

British East Africa — Tanganyika 
Motors, Ltd. (importer and distributor 
of Peugeot vehicles), P. O. Box 1526, 
Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika, wishes to 
obtain exclusive agency for light- and 
medium-weight trucks; and heavy 
duty highway trucks, 15 cwt. to 7 
tons, and spares. n 

Control Valves: 

Netherlands —N. V. Handelmaat- 
schappij Z. K. E. Jongstra (importing 
distributor), 117 Sarphatistraat, Am- 
sterdam, seeks agency for complete 





range of gas-burner control and 
safety devices, including solenoid 
valves, flame-failure devices, gas- 
diaphragm valves, and  gasleak 
thermostats. 
Foodstuffs: 


Switzerland—Walter Ruegner (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), Kornhausstrasse, 
St. Gallen, seeks agency for first-class 
quality foodstuffs and canned goods 
for hotels and restaurants. 


Hardware: 
Union of South Africa—Robert H. 
Page (manufacturer’s agent), 252 


Mutual Blidg., Darling St., P. O. Box 
190, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
hardware, such as pumps, nuts, bolts, 
fencing, and tools. 

Hotels and Restaurant Equipment: 

Switzerland—Walter Ruegner (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), Kornhausstrasse, 
St. Gallen, seeks agency for first-class 
quality hotel and restaurant equip- 
ment and supplies. 

Oils: 

Switzerland—C harles Borenstain 
(commission merchant), 17A avenue 
de la Harpe, Lausanne, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for linseed oil, tung oil, 
cottonseed oil, and shelled peanuts. 


Rubber: ¥ 

France—Matieres Premieres et Pro- 
duits Manufactures—MATPRO (im- 
porter, exporter), 4 rue de Stockholm, 
Paris, seeks agency for synthetic 
rubber. 

Textiles: 

Denmark—Poul Andersson (commis- 
sion merchant), 4 Amagerbrogade, 
Copenhagen, seeks agency for raw 
material for the textile, rubber, mat- 
tress, and felt industries. 

Yarns: 

Austria—Dr. Richard Knoechel (im- 
porter, exporter, sales agent handling 
yarns, thread, wool sliver), 66 Prinz 
Eugenstrasse, Vienna IV, seeks agency 
for nylon yarn. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Australia—Raymond James Murphy, 
representing O’Brien Publicity Pty., 
Ltd. (marketing, merchandising, ad- 
vertising consultants), O’Brien House, 
56 Young St., Sydney, is interested in 
advertising. Scheduled to arrive Feb- 
12, via San Francisco, for a visit until 
March 28. U. S. address: c/o Aus- 
tralian Government Trade Commis- 
sioner’s Offices located in Chicago; 
636 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.; and 
206 Sansome St., San Francisco, 
Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Fort Madison (lowa), Chi- 
cago, and New York. 

Brazil—Saul A. Jansquine, repre- 
senting Fabrica Cigarros Sudan S&S. A. 
(manufacturer of cigarettes and to- 
bacco), 301 Rue Glicerio, Sao Paulo, is 
interested in visiting a modern 
cigarette manufacturing plant, and 
becoming better acquainted with the 
U. S. tobacco industry. Was scheduled 
to arrive January 12, via Miami, for a 
visit of 6 weeks. U.S. address: c/o 


Brazilian Consulate General, 10 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Miami, Richmond (Va.), 


Washington, New York, Chicago, and 
Los Angeles. 

Morocco—Armando Azulay, and Max 
Toledano, representing Toledano Sons 
(exporter and commission merchant 
handling leather goods), 47 boulevard 
Pasteur, Tangier, are interested in 
contacting brokers, exporters, and 
manufacturers in the medicine line, 
and exporting Moroccan leather 
goods of all types to the United 
States. Was scheduled to arrive the 
latter part of January, via New York, 
for a visit of 2 months. U.S. address: 
c/o James McCannedy, 416 East 156th 
St., Bronx, N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 

Pakistan—Fakhruddin Yusafali M. 
Jivanjee, representing Mehboob Corp. 
(manufacturer of readymade cloth- 
ing), 19 New Memon Masjid, Bunder 
Road, Karachi; and Yusafali M. Jiv- 


ae 


anjee & Sons, Mohamedali Bidg,, 
Near Plaza Cinema, Bunder Road, 
Karachi, is interested in pure 
nylon, dacron, orlon, and mixed fab- 
rics. Was scheduled to arrive Jan- 
uary 20, via New York, for a visit of 
3 months. U. S. address: c/o United 
Clothing Co., Inc., 140 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. ¥. No itinerary given. 
Sweden—Bengt Ake Elmer, repre- 
senting the firm of Ake Elmer~export 
merchant of giftware and houseware), 
7 Engelbrektsgatan, Goteborg C, is 
interested in giftware and house- 
ware. Was scheduled to arrive Jan- 
uary 13, via New York, for a visit of 
6 weeks. U. S. address: c/o American 
Express Co., 649 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Phila- 
delphia, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, 
Jacksonville, and other cities. * 


Sweden—Harry S. V. Jarund, and 
Tage N. E. Norberg, representing AB. 
Tetra Pak (manufacturer of various’ 
kinds of paper containers), Lund, is 
interested in various kinds of paper 
containers and patents, and wishes 
to obtain technical information. Was 
scheduled to arrive January 25, via 
New York, for a visit of 3 or 4 weeks, 
U. S. address: c/o Pierce, Scheffler & 
Parker, 1319 F St. NW., Washington, - 
D. C. Itinerary: New York, Washing- 
ton, Chicago, and possibly other cities. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists mimeographed 
copies of which may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilation. Brief 
extracts from these data follow 
each title for which such data are 
available. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Philippines.—It 
is estimated that over a third of all 
Filipinos can read and write English, 
and many also speak it. Most imported 
printed matter is in English. While a 
large percentage of the books used in 
lower grades is supplied by local print- 
ers, all technical books and materials 
for colleges and the higher grades 
must be imported. Imports of publi- 
cations have remained fairly steady, 
being valued at $2.2 million in 1954, 
with the United States supplying 
practically all. 


Business Firms—Ethiopia.—A num- 
ber of the firms included in this list 
have recently expressed an interest in 
handling new lines of American mer- 
chandise. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—Chile—Dumestic production 
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of fertilizers is not sufficient to allow 
any substantial exports, except natural 
nitrates. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Netherlands West Indies.— 
There is no domestic production of 
glass and glassware. Total imports in 
1954 amounted to $383,024, of which 
the United States supplied $193,104. 
‘Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Uruguay.— 
Imports of medicinal preparations, 
pharmaceuticals, drugs, biologicals, 
antibiotics, etc., in 1954 were valued at 
$6,125,047. The United States supplied 
475 percent; Europe supplied the re- 
mainder. Imports of toilet prepara- 
tions and perfumes in the same year 
were valued at $35,932, of whiclt the 
United States supplied 13 percent. 

Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers — Peru.—Requirements 
for photographic equipment and sup- 
plies are obtained entirely from 
abroad’ High precision and common 
box-type cameras and accessories, 
film developing apparatus, and print- 
ing equipment, are bought mainly 
from Germany, whereas photographic 
supplies—such as_ sensatized film, 
plates, and paper in sheets or reels, 
unexposed color film, X-ray film, and 
negatives—are imported chiefly from 
the United States. Total imports in 
1954 were valued at 21.7 million soles 
(19.69 soles—US$1 in 1954). The United 
States supplied 45 percent, Germany 
35 percent, and other European coun- 
tries and Canada accounted for the 
balance. 





Brazilian Retail .. . 


(Continued from Page 5) 
bill to create a Ministry of Economy, to 
take over certain functions of the Min- 
istry of Finance and the Ministry of 
Labor, Commerce, and Industry, and 
to absorb several currently independ- 
ent or quasi-independent agencies. 
The bill now awaits Senate action. 
There was also presented to Congress 
on December 28, the tariff revision bill 
which had been under study for sev- 
eral years. Generally, the bill would 
shift the Brazilian tariff to an ad 
valorem from a specific basis (see 


Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 22 
ahd Oct. 31, 1955, p. 8 in each issue). 
The exchange reform project was —- 
under study by the National Econ 
Council. 

Petrobras, the Government oe 
leum monopoly, in December inaugu- 
rated an experimental oil-shale re- 
tort plant at Tremembe, State of Sao 
Paulo. Petrobras estimated that a 
potential reserve of about 3 billion 
barrels of oil exists in the area in 
which the pilot. plant will operate. 
Petrobras also engaged the services of 
a U. S. firm, Seismograph Services 
Corp., Tulsa, Okla., to provide techni- 
cal assistance in oil. exploration in 
Bahia and in the Amazon valley. 

At the end of December, the Brazil- 
ian Government revoked a Bank of 
Brazil instruction which for some 
months hdd permitted payment in 
cruzeiros for inbound cargo shipped 
in Brazilian vessels—Emb., Rio de 
Janeiro. 





Trade, Investment . . . 
(Continued from Page 10) 


matic turning machine for making 
spindles and bobbins. 

M. P. Rangoonwalla Co., 265 Surat- 
sing Street, Karachi: Fishmeal plant. 

Ratan Talao, Gwali Lane No. 3, 
Karachi: Heating elements for elec- 
tric irons. 

Royal Engineering Works, Shahdad- 
pur (Station Road), Karachi: Lathes. 

Haji All Bix Abdul Razad, Rampart 
Row, Karachi: Dyes and chemicals. 

Abdul Gaffar, Abdul Sattar Co., 1st 
Floor, Room No. 24, Gordhandar, Cloth 
Market, Karachi: Mill-end remnants. 

Shamsi Cloth & General Mills, 
Mangho Pir Road, Karachi: Water- 
proofing and a 150-pound boiler for 
coal or gas operation. 

Standard Textile Mills, A/53 Sind 
Industrial Estate, Ltd., Meng, La Pore 
Road, Karachi: Sorting unit to re- 
move threads before spinning. 

Syeed Bhars, Ltd., Old Currency 
Building, Grant Road, Karachi: Diesel 
generating sets, cranes, copper wire, 
switch gear, transformers, industrial 
fittings and supplies, and office equip- 
ment. 








investment 1n 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


75 cents 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Vulcan Trading Co. (Pakistan), Ltd., 
The Mall, Lahore: Air 


and water-cooling equipment 
electric fans. 


Agency Opportunities: 


in Miook Waa of ks “ 
g, , see 

for fertilizers, scientific instronsailie 
iron and steel, and nonferrous metals. 

Bashir Bhatti, 10 Dinga — 
Building, The Mall, Lahore, 
agent in the United States for hand- 
made rugs and carpets made to order 
or from stock. 

Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, Karachi, seeks 
agent in the United States for scien- 
tific instruments. 

Eastern Pakistan Commercial Corp., 
Ltd., 12/3 B.K. Das Road, 

Dacca, seeks agency for electrical sup- 
plies and equipment. 

Greaves Cotton Co. (Pakistan), 
Ltd., Saifee Development Chambers, 
Bunder Road, Karachi, seeks agency 
for textile machinery. 

Groupe Marketing, 14 Nadir House, 
McLeod Road, Karachi, seeks agency 
for prmpe and earth-moving equip- 
men 

National Timber Mart, Syed Mo- 
hammed Sha Road (Behind) ME. 
Hospital), Karachi, seeks agent in 
United States for fish and bone fer- 
tilizer. 

New Way Factory, Victoria Road, 
Karachi, seeks agency for automatic 
box-making machinery. 

Pakistan Contracts, 114 Lawrence 
Road, Gandhi Garden, Karachi, seeks 
U. S. agent for rock salt. 


Investment Capital: 


Dawood Cotton Mills, Laundhi, 
Karachi: Production of rayon and 
various chemicals such as _ caustic 
soda, chlorine, and carbon bisulfide. 

Eastern Industrial Agencies, 81/82 
P.M.A. Building, Nicol Road, Karachi: 
Capital and know-how for harvest- 
ing and freezing shrimp and other 
seafood. 

General Stationers, Sind Industrial 
Estates, W. Pakistan: Machinery and 
production know-how for manufac- 
ture of builders’ hardware and other 
metal stampings. 

S. A. Hussain & Co., Jinnah Rd., 
Quetta: Development of mining prop- 
erties. 

Lyra Trading Co., Alshams Malir 
City, Karachi: Processing of leather 
goods. 

Mehfoos & Co,, Garden I, Empress 
Market, Karachi: Manufacture of 
paper towels and sanitary products. 

Pakistan Builders, Ltd., 147 Sham- 
bhu Nath Road, Karachi 3: Capital 
and Ariat n/ for production of ce- 
men 


Sind Chocolate Works, 11 Pinjrapore 
Building, Bunder Road, Karachi: Cap- 
ital and know-how for ‘production and 


distribution of chocolate products and 
confectionery. 


7- 

















FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Ceylon Fair Features 
Rice Storage Facility 


An American rice storage bin, in- 
corporating the latest methods for 
storing the grain, is being shown at 
the U. S. Central Exhibit at the Royal 
Agricultural and Food Exhibition, 
Colombo, Ceylon, January 25-Febru- 
ary 25, the Office of International 
Trade Fairs, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, has announced. 

The bin has been purchased by 
the Ceylonese Government for use 
after the fair. 

An animated model of the Gal Oya 
Dam, designed and constructed by an 
American company and completed in 
1951, also is being shown. The Gal 
Oya Dam irrigates a vast area and 
materially assists Ceylon in expand- 
ing rice production, one of its major 
economic goals. 

In cooperation with the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture, exhibits at 
the U. S. main pavilion include a 300- 
egg incubator, brooders, and feeders. 
Huge pictures illustrating U. S. meth- 
ods of farming, contour plowing, farm 
machinery, dusting, spraying, and 
fertilizing are shown, as well as Amer- 
ican ways of planting rice by airplane 
and other methods. 

Many U. S. exhibits which were 
popular at other fairs also are on dis- 
play. 


Industry Participates 


In addition, the U. S. exhibit is 
demonstrating products of interest to 
the people of Ceylon and the na- 
tional economy. Supplementing the 
joint Government-industry exhibit is 
a Trade Information Center, mem- 
bers of which consult with foreign 
businessmen on two-way trade and 
the problems of import anu export. 

The Commerce Department’s Trade 
Mission is headed by William A. 
White, Sr., Assistant Administrator, 
Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce. Other members are J. 
Clayton Jaynes, business analyst of 
foreign trade, U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, New York; 
and Wendell W. Moore, assistant sec- 
retary and director of foreign sales, 
A. 8. Aloe Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

Among American firms participat- 
ing in the U. 8. exhibit are: Radio 
Corp. of America, New York; Singer 
Manufacturing Co., New York; Gen- 
eral Motors International, New York; 
Kelvinator Division, American Mo- 
tors, Detroit; Buckeye Incubator Co., 
Springfield, Ohio; Remington Rand 
Corp., New York; Butler Manufactur- 
ing Co., Washington; International 
Salt Co., Scranton, Pa.; J. I. Case Co., 
Washington; Shell Chemical Corp., 


Washington; National Plant & Food 
Institute, Washington; Isthmian 
Steamship Co., New York; Northwest 
Airlines, Inc., St. Paul, Minn.; Mor- 
rison-Knudsen International, Boise, 
Idaho; Black & Decker Manufactur- 
ing Co., Towson, Md.; Sears Roe- 
buck & Co., Philadelphia; De Saval 
Separator Co., Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; 
American Machine & Foundry Co., 
New York; Package. Machinery Co., 
East Longmeadow, Mass.; Eastman 
Kodak Co., Rochester, N. Y.; and Au- 
tomatic Voting Machine Co., James- 
town, N. Y. 


Nuremberg To Be Site 
of German Toy Fair 


The annual German Toy Fair will 
be held in Nuremberg, February 26- 
March 2, the entire assortment of the 
German toy and Christmas tree orna- 
ment manufacturihg industries being 


displayed. Many novelties will be 
shown. 


In accordance with the fair’s policy, 
admissions will be restricted to the 
trade. 


The Toy Fair will be followed im- 
mediately by the Frankfurt Spring 
Fair and by fairs in Cologne and Of- 
fenbach. Americans interested in at- 
tending may obtain information from 
either the fair management, the 
Deutsche Spielwaren - Fachmesse, G. 
m. b. H., 9 Deumentenstrasse, Nurem- 
berg, or its representative in the 
United States, the German-American 
Trade Promotion Office, Suite 6900, 
Empire State Building, New York' 1, 
N. Y. 








Dates Set for Fairs and 


Exhibitions in England 


Fairs and exhibitions scheduled to 
take place in England in 1956 are as 
follows: 


Third Smallwares Trade Fair, Met- 
ropole Hotel, Brighton, February 
27-March 2; Stationery Trade Fair, 
Blackpool, February 6-10; Seventh 
Annual Gifts and Fancy Goods Fair, 
Blackpool, February 6-10; Hardware 
Trades Fair, -Westminster, February 
20-24. 

Fifth Electrical Engineers Exhi- 
bition, Earls Court, London, March 
20-24; Twelfth Annual Amusement 
Trades Exhibition, New Royal Horti- 
cultural Hall, London, March 6-8; 
Fourth International Handicrafts, 
Homecrafts, and Hobbies Exhibition, 
Olympia, London, September 6-21; 
and the International Knitting Ma- 
chinery and Accessories Exhibition, 
Granby Halls, Leicester, October 17-27. 


Cologne Fair Will 


Be in Three Sections 


The International Cologne Spring 
Fair 1956 will be held in three sectiorts 
—the Furniture Fair, February 17-20; 
the Household Goods and Hardware 
Fair, March 2-5; and the Textile and 
Clothing Fair, March 11-13. Attend- 
ance at all sections will be restricted 
to the trade. 


The Furniture Fair held every sec- 
ond year reportedly will attract some 
500 furniture exhibitors, an increase 
of nearly 10 percent over 1954. All 
types of furniture will be on display, 
and one objective will be to illustrate 
cultural and technical developments 
over the past 2 years. Exhibitors and 
visitors to the 1954 Furniture Fair 
totaled 524 (31 from foreign coun- 
tries)-and 52,000 (including 6,000 for- 
eign buyers), respectively. 

The Household Goods and Hard- 
ware Fair is expected to include more 
than 1,000 exhibitors representing 30 
different sections of the household 
goods and hardware industries. All 
types of household and kitchen ap- 
pliances and utensils, tools, shaped 
steel articles, cutlery, and wire goods 
will be shown and supplemented by 
glass, porcelain, ceramics, wickerware, 
and store equipment. The 1955 fair 
attracted some 55,000 visitors from 
the trade, including 8,000 from foreign 
countries. 

More than 800 exhibitors are ex- 
pected to participate in the Textile 
and Clothing Fair which drew 25,000 
visitors last year. Exhibits will com- 
prise all types of textile and clothing 
articles, leather goods, fancy articles, 
cosmetic articles, jewelry, and ma- 
chinery for the clothing industry. In- 
ternational fashion shows will be held 
at which firms from a number of Eu- 
ropean countries will present their 
spring and summer collections. A hat 
show will be arranged under the cap- 
tions “Hat and Coiffure,” “Hat and 
Dress,” and “Hat and Coat.” 


Danish Fairs Scheduled 


The following fairs will be held in 
Denmark in 1956, the Danish Embassy 
has announced: 


Textile Show, Herning, June 8-17; 
Agricultural Fair, Bellahoj, Copen- 
hagen, June 28-July 1 (provisional); 
and the Danish Industries Fair, Fred- 
ericia, August 2-12. 








The management of the Industrial 
and Arts Exhibition scheduled to take 
place in the towns of Barods, Surat, 
and Navsari, India, has announced 
that the exhibit planned for Navsarl 
will be held instead in Ahmedabad on 
the original date, May 12-June 5, 1956. 
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Rates Simplified for 
Air Cargo in Europe 


Scheduled airlines’ specific commod- 
ity rates for volume air-cargo ship- 
ments within Europe were to be con- 
siderably simplified on February 1 
under the terms of agreements sub- 
mitted for Government approval by 
members of the International Air 
Transport Association. 


As revised by the IATA European 
Commodity Rates Board in Paris, the 
new cargo tariffs will reduce by 52 
percent the number of commodity de- 
scriptions under which special rates 
are listed and will cut the number of 
special rates by 40 percent. 

The reductions will not affect 
charges for carrying air cargo, nor 
will they rule out any existing spe- 
cific rates now in use. The new tariffs 
do, however, eliminate an accumula- 
tion of “deadwood” and will be an 
easier working tool for shippers and 
cargo agents, as well as a more effec- 
tive selling aid for the airlines. 


Revision of the European commodity 
rating system is the second step in 
the airlines’ efforts to simplify their 
rate structure and follows a somewhat 
similar revision of North Atlantic 
commodity rates which went into ef- 
fect last August 15. 


Specific commodity rates have been 
used by the airlines to promote vol- 
ume shipments by offering special re- 
ductions for specific commodities mov- 
ing in certain quantities between 
hamed points. Expansion of the car- 
go market during the past several 
years has resulted in so large an ac- 
cumulation of specific rates that the 
structure has become unnecessarily 
complicated for shipper and agent, 
and the airlines have been forced to 
hold almost monthly meetings to keep 
the lists up to date. 


Specific Rates Consolidated 

The new simplification has been 
achieved by eliminating unused rates, 
setting up more comprehensive de- 
scriptions, and consolidating a num- 
ber of the various specific rates. In 
the process, the number of descrip- 
tions in European specific cargo tar- 
iffs has been reduced from 374 to 176 
and the number of rates from 3,014 
to 1,840. 

Further simplification has been 
achieved by showing, specific rates in 
terms of actual charges rather than 
aS percentages of reduction from 
general cargo rates. 

The Paris Board will meet again in 
June to study further simplification 
and to coordinate their table of de- 
scriptions more closely with those 
used by similar IATA boards in New 
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Japan Plans 5-Year Road Program 


The Japanese Government in an 
effort to alleviate traffic problems has 
embarked on a 5-year roadbuilding 
program. 

It is especially interested in the 
potentialities of toll roads, and the 
Ministry of Construction is consider- 
ing a long-range program for build- 
ing approximately 1,800 miles of toll 
roads to serve all sections of the 
country. To expedite the program the 
Ministry is planning.for the estab- 
lishment of a special Government- 
financed corporation. 


The largest of several projects under 
consideration is a self-liquidating 300- 
mile toll road to link Tokyo with Kobe. 
Two plans for this road are being con-- 
sidered. 


One, usually described as the Tana- 
ka plan or the Central Superhighway, 
calls for an inland route which would 
open up the interior of the country. 
This route would run through national 
forests and the land condemnation 
cost would be low. However, expensive 
blasting would be required for eight or 
nine tunnels, one about 5% miles long. 
The end stretches of the road would 
be four lanes wide, and the middle 
part, two lanes. 


Outside Financing Needed 


The cost of the Central Superhigh- 
way is estimated at US$403 million. 
Supporters believe that 50 billion yen, 
or approximately $140 million, can be 
raised in Japan if the Government 
contributes half the amount; substan- 
tial outside financing will be neces- 
sary. 

The Construction Ministry’s plan 
for the Tokyo-Kobe road calls for a 
coastal route skirting the marginal 
foothills and serving an area contain- 
ing 34 percent of the population and 
49 percent of the factories, which ac- 
count for 58 percent of the country’s 
industrial output. This area also has 
53 percent of the motor vehicle regis- 
tration which now numbers approxi- 
mately 1.4 million. The cost of the 
coastal road is estimated at $411 mil- 
lion, or $8 million more than the cen- 
tral road. 

Two other toll-road projects, both 
related to the Tokyo-Kobe project, 
also are recieving considerable atten- 
tion. One would connect Nagoya and 
Kobe, and the other, known as the 
Tokyo-Hakone turnpike, would im- 
prove highway transportation between 





York and San Francisco. Semiannual 
review meetings are planned there- 
after. 

The revisions do not affect specific 
commodity rates for shipments be- 
tween Europe and points in Africa, the 
Middle East, or Asia. 


Tokyo and the area around Mount 
Fuji. ; 


The Nagoya-Kobe highway, esti- 
mated to cost $134 million, would fit 
into either of the routes proposed 
for the Tokyo-Kobe project as the 
two routes merge at Nagoya. 

The Tokyo-dHakone turnpike = 
have an elevated structure, 
shops benesth it, in Tokyo and oota 
run through Totsuka, Enoshima, Oda- 
wara and thence along a so-called 
skyline route to Hakone. This project 
is estimated to cost $47 million. 


ICA To Finance Costs 
Of Bridge in Bolivia 


The engineering and construction of 
a $460,000 bridge over the Piray River 
in Bolivia as an aid to the develop- 
ment of the road system in the Santa 
Cruz area will be financed by the 
International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration, the agency has announced. 

Construction of the bridge, on the 
highway between Montero and Porta- 
chtelo, will remove a major bottleneck 
in the development of the system 
serving the fertile but undeveloped 
Santa Cruz area, ICA said. 

Thompson-Cornwall, Inc., New 
York, which has done over $35 million 
worth of construction work for the 
Bolivian Government during the past 
5 years, will erect the bridge under a 
contract awarded it by the Bolivian 
Development Corporation. 

Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy and 
Stratton, also of New York, already at 
work on the Montero-Portachuelo 
Highway, has been awarded the con- 
sulting engineering contract for the 
Piray River Bridge. Under a $30,000 
contract with the Bolivian Develop- 
ment Corporation, the engineering 
firm will design the bridge and super- 
vise and inspect construction opera- 
tions. 





Cost Included in Program 

At the request of the Bolivian Gov- 
ernment, the cost of the bridge is in- 
cluded in ICA’s fiscal year 1956 devel- 
opment assistance program for Boliv- 
ia. Its construction not only will be 
a major contribution to Bolivia’s eco- 
nomic development program but is of . 
prime importance to the accomplish- 
ments of U. S. objectives there, ICA 
said. 

In 1955 the United States approved 
a total of about $23 million in develop- 
ment and emergency aid for Bolivia, 
including approximately $7 million 
worth of foodstuffs and development 
equipment. 
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World Airlines Network 
To Be Studied by IATA 


The world’s airlines will invest more 
than 300,000 expert man-hours in 1956 
in international consultations on 
making air transport more efficient 
and improving its service to the pub- 
lic, the International. Air Transport 
Association reports. 

More than 40 meetings of the world 
airline organization so far scheduled 
for this year will deal with virtually 
every phase of airline operations, 
from long-distance navigation to co- 
ordination of timetables in Europe 
and simplification of worldwide fares 
and rates. 


The emphasis in all of these ses- 
sions will be on streamlining the in- 
terline arrangements which knit indi- 
vidual routes of the 74 IATA member 
airlines into a single worldwide net- 
work. Many of the meetings will deal 
with problems of the European-Medi- 
terranean region and most of them 
will be held in Europe. 

The groups concerned will range in 
size from small working parties and 
committees of a dozen or more experts 
drawn from IATA’s 74 member air- 
lines to international assemblies of 
several hundred men And women, 
such as the 9th IATA Technical Con- 
ference at San Remo, Italy, beginning 
May 7; the 12th annual general meet- 
ing of IATA airline presidents at 
Edinburgh, September 17-20; and the 
annual worldwide traffic conferences 
on the Riviera beginning September 
25. > 

A number of meetings preparatory 
to the annual fare and rate confer- 
ences will be held in Japan in June. 


Grace Line, Maritime 
Sign New Contract 


Grace Line Inc., has agreed to un- 
dertake a $286-million ship replace- 
ment program as one of the condi- 
tions of a new 20-year operating dif- 
ferential subsidy contract entered 
into with the Federal Maritime 
Board, the Board has announced. 

The agreement calls for immediate 
construction of two passenger-cargo 
liners to replace the SS. Santa Rosa 
and the SS. Santa Paula, and replace- 
ment of the remainder of the pres- 
ent Grace Line fleet of 24 other 
freighters and combination cargo- 
passenger vessels over the 20-year 
period. 

The Grace Line fleet carrying cargo 
and passengers operates on essential 
trade routes Nos. 2, 4, 23, and 25, 
Serving the East and West coasts of 
the United States, the Caribbean, and 
the North and West coasts of South 
America. 


Newport News Gets Contract 

Grace Line has announced the 
award of the contract for construc- 
tion of the two ships to Newport 
News. The Federal-Maritime Board 
announced at the same time its de- 
termination that the lowest respon- 
sible domestic bid for the construc- 
tion of the two passenger-cargo liners 
was the fixed price bid of the New- 
port News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock 
Co. of $22,540,000 for each of these 
vessels without defense features and 
$22,980,000 with the defense features 
included. The Newport News bid 
called for completion of the first ves- 
sel in 830 days and the second in 920 
days. 

The Government’s contribution to 





British Imports . . . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


lion and Canada £14 million. Exports, 
however, fell in November, with the 
United States taking £16.5 million and 
Canada, £12.7 million. 

Offsetting the 11-month export gain 
has been marked in dollar imports, 
for the most part industrial raw mate- 
rials and grains. During the first 11 
months of 1955, imports from the 
United States reached £384 million 
against £250 million in January-No- 
vember 1954. Corresponding figures 
for Canada were £314 million and 
£240 million. 

Because the marked upturn in im- 
ports from both the United States and 
Canada has far exceeded the rise in 
exports to these countries, Britain’s 
adverse dollar trade balance rose 
sharply in 1955. The United King- 
dom’s import surplus with the United 
States increased from £106 million in 
January-November 1954 to £206 mil- 
lion in January-November 1955, and 


with Canada, from £116 million to £183 
million. 


Dollar Drive Revived 


To offset the rising import trend, 
the Dollar Exports Council, a commit- 
tee of prominent British busirfessmen, 
has launched a new drive to expand 
United Kingdom exports to dollar 
markets. 


At the council’s London meeting sev- 
eral spokesmen emphasized the ur- 
gency to increase Britain’s dollar ex- 
ports, and the Minister of State of the 
Board of Trade stressed the vital im- 
portance of increasing dollar receipts 
to pay for the 40-percent rise in dollar 
imports. 

Another official explained that it 
was the Government’s: policy “to make 
dollars readily available for all kinds 
of trading investments in Canada 
and the United States, which will in- 
crease our exports to these areas, in- 
crease the supplies of raw materials 
available to British interests, or prom- 
ise high yield on invested capital.” 


~~ 


the cost of each of these two vessels 
is the cost of the defense features ang 
a sum equal to the difference between 
the cost of each of the ships without 
defense features and the Federal 
Maritime Board’s determination of 
the estimated cost of construc 
each of the vessels without defense 
features in a foreign shipbuilding 
country. 

The estimated foreign cost of each 
of these vessels without defense fea- 
tures has been determined as $13,- 
055,000. The Government’s; contribu- 
tion to the cost of each of these two 
vessels is $9,485,000, which results in 
a subsidy percentage of 42 percent. 
Additional costs required for con- 
struction of the vessels will be sub- 
ject to this percentage. These costs 
are limited by the contract to $235,- 
500 per ship for owner-furnished ma- 
terial and to $1,213,000 for the. two 
ships for design charges, interior dec- 
oration, and inspection fees. 

The new agreements between the 
Grace Line and the Federal Maritime 
Board provide for a 20-year operat- 
ing differential subsidy contract to 
cover the two new passenger liners, 
as well as the balance of Grace’s 
subsidized fleet. This contract pro- 
vides for the accrual of subsidy from 
January 1958 and terminates Decem- 
ber 31, 1977. 


Irish Bank .. . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


annually on amounts of £25,000 and 
over. 





, 
Brake on Borrowing 


The increase in the lending rate was 
intended as a brake on new borrow- 
ing, the Minister stated. He noted 
that though deposits had decreased, 
there had been a considerable exten- 
sion of credit through increased bank 
loans and an accelerated growth of 
hire-purchase (time-payment) facili- 
ties. He also pointed out that the up- 
surge in spending caused by these in- 
creased funds was supported further 
by extensive wage and salary in- 
creases. In the absence of a parallel 
increase in production, the increase 
in spending was causing a rise in im- 
ports, and a steadily growing deficit 
in foreign trade. 

The changing economic pattern, 
particularly in foreign trade, forced 
the Irish bank rate to follow the in- 
crease in the British rate earlier in 
the- year, the Minister said. 


The increase in the interest rates 
on deposit accounts is designed as @ 
spur to savings. Stimulation of sav- 
ings by increase of the deposit in- 
terest rates is aimed not only at at- 
tacking the problem of inflation but 
at providing more funds for invest- 
ment purposes which is one of Ire- 
land’s most fundamental economic 
needs. , 
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¥ Books 
© Reports 


NEW BOOKS & REPORTS 
Trading in Competitive Markets. 

Washington, D. C. U. S. Depart- 

ment of Agriculture, November 1955. 

76 pp. 

This survey of the foreign agricul- 
tural situation prepared by the For- 
dgn Agricultural Service shows in 
graphs, maps, and charts the com- 
petition in foreign markets, the ex- 
port challenge, and how it is being 
met. 

Additional sections present re- 
gional highlights and commodity sit- 
uations as well as supplemental maps 
and charts and reference tables. 


The publication may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C., at 45 
cents a copy. 


The Chemical Industry in Europe. 

Paris. Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, December 
1955. 209 pp. $2. 


The second annual report prepared 
by the OEEC Chemical Products Com- 
mittee as one of a series of surveys 
on trends in different economic sectors 
of member countries, thjs study re- 





views the status of the Western Euro- 
pean chemical industry in 1954 and 
the beginning of 1955. 

Part 1 describes general trends and 
foreign trade in “chemicals in 1954. 
Part ‘2 treats of separate segments of 
the industry. Nine appendixes include 
a study of the sulfurous materials sit- 
uation in 1954, statistics on liberaliza- 
tion of trade in chemical products be- 
tween member countries, and produc- 
tion and trade in tanning materials 
and soap products. 

Numerous tables complete the study. 

The report may be purchased from 
the OEEC Mission, Publications Office, 
2002 P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 





Directory Lists Traders, 
Manufacturers in Denmark 


A directory of Danish manufactur- 
ers, wholesalers, importers, and ex- 
porters has been published by Dansk 
Handels og Industri Forlag, Puggaard- 
agade 13, Copenhagen. 

Entitled “Dansk Industri-Og Grossist 
Kalender,” the directory contains an 
English commodity index and com- 
modity classifications throughout. 


A copy of this publication may be 
consulted in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. 8S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington, D. C., or at the 
New York Field Office of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, located at 110 
East 45th Street. 





Malayan Rubber .. . 
(Continued from Page 2) 
quarters of 1955. Indications were 
that 1955 would result in a substantial 
export balance, contrary to the situa- 

tion in the preceding 2 years. 

The United States retained its posi- 
tion as Malaya’s best customer, ex- 
ports valued at M$544 million for the 
first 9 months exceeding by 51 per- 
cent the figure for the corresponding 
1954 period. Imports from the United 
States, however, increased but slight- 
ly. Malaya’s trade with Japan grew 
very substantially, especially as a re- 
sult of increased rubber and iron- 
ore exports and increased textile, ma- 
chinery, and light, finished’ product 
imports. 

The textile trade was staging a 
gradual comeback, imports from In- 
dia suffering from Japanese com- 
petition and the chances for increased 
imports from mainland China. im- 
proving as a result of Chinese Gov- 
ernment subsidies to exporters. Trade 
with mainland China and West Ger- 
many maintained the pace set in the 
second quarter. Trade with Indonesia 
through September rose to M$846 
million, 23 percent over the first 9 
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months of 1954, and there was hope 
that exports to Thailand would im- 
prove following that country’s lift- 
ing of import restrictions. 


The budgets of both the Federation 
of Malaya and Singapore are ex- 
pected to show a surplus for 1955, 
in contrast to deficits anticipated at 
the beginning of the year. Revenues 
from export duties and from taxa- 
tion rose substantially, while the cost 
of living stayed remarkably stable. 
The brieht picture of the general 
economy is tainted solely by repeated 
outbursts of labor unrest in Singa- 
pore. 


Outlook Less Bright 


At the end of the third quarter, the 
outlook was less bright than earlier. 
Current production levels were not 
expected to be maintained, because of 
the menacing labor situation, the 
lower level of rubber prices and im- 
pending competition from synthetic 
rubber, the possible marketing diffi- 
culties in tin sales, and the general 
political uncertainty. However, no 
disastrous downturn was in sight for 
the immediate future, and observers 
in Singapore spoke of a leveling-off 
process.—Cons. Gen., Singapore. 
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Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in five 
convenient “packages”: 


Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a 
year; $8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, 
Operations Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad); Part 5, 
Fairs and Exhibitions ($6 a year; $8 
if mailed abroad), 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. 8S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS oe are the fol- 
lowing: 


Economic Reports 

Basic Data on the Economy of Ecua- 
dor. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-106. 15 pp. 
10 cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of Por- 
tugal.. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-107. 7 pp. 
10 cents. 


Operations Reports 

Preparing Shipments to Norway. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-119. 4 pp. 10 
cents. 


Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Brazil. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-1. 5 pp. 
10 cents. 


Statistical Reports 


Foreign Trade of Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg, 1953-54. WTIS, Part 3, No. 55- 
49. 5 pp. 20 cents. 


Foreign Trade of Indonesia, 1953-54. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 55-51. 5 pp. 20 cents. 


Foreign Trade of Peru, 1953-54. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-1. 4 pp. 20 cents. 
Utilities Abroad 


U. 8S. Mediterranean Waterborne 
Commerce. WTIS, Part 4, No. 55-25. 
4 pp. 20 cents. 
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The importance of exports to the Japanese fur industry has prompted 
the Government to encourage fur farming, particularly of mink, rabbit, 


and fox. 


Except for-small rabbit farms and a few mink farms, Japan’s entire 
fur production is obtained from trapping and hunting by farmers for 


cash income. Raw furs are collected 
by brokers for resale to fur merchants 
in port cities. 


An estimated 500 sets of ranch mink 
(1 set=1 male and 2 females) are being 
farmed on an experimental basis 
Hokkaido, and the Government plans 
to import 150 head for treeding pur- 
poses. About 30 farms raise ranch 
mink and, if present goals are realized, 
the ranch mink colony will reach about 
10,000 head by 1960. In 1955, 70 ranch 
mink pelts were exported to the United 
States as samples at about $34 each. 

Wild mink are found throughout the 
four principal islands of Japan. Over 
90 percent are trapped in Honshu Is- 
land, the northern part of which is 
said to produce the best quality and 
the greatest quantity. 


The fur trade normally grades Jap- 
anese mink as Hokkaido, Ohshu, Chu- 
goku, and Taishu. Taishu grade, found 
in southwestern Honshu and Shikoku, 
is supposedly a postwar immigrant 
from Korea. Larger than the usual 
Japanese mink, it is sometimes refer- 
red to as a poor-grade kolinsky. Ap- 
proximately 7,000 pelts were exported 
in 1952 and about 20,000 in 1955. Post- 
war mink production has totaled 450, 
600,000 pelts a year. About 85 to 100 
ranch mink were produced in each of 
the years 1953-55. 


Undressed Furs Exported 

Approximately 90 percent of the 
mink production is exported as un- 
dressed raw furs. ‘The United States 
is the largest market, followed by Bra- 
zil, the Netherlands, and Canada. 

Raw mink pelts exported have been 
as follows: 1953, 368,953—-350,418 to the 
United States; 1954, 431,763—261,613 
to the United States, 89,750 to Brazil, 
and 75,100 to Canada; and the first 9 
months of 1955, 484,580—478,280 to the 
United States. 

Mink are marketed primarily by 
brokers who collect pelts from farm- 
ers. Occasional auction sales are held 
but exporters generally buy direct 
from the brokers. Export prices are 
understood to be 4-6 percent above the 
broker’s price. In recent years export 
prices for undressed pelts (Ohshu 19”), 
in dollars, averaged: 1953, 2.30-2.70; 
1954, 2-2.80; 1955, 2.80-3.90. Prices in 
1956 are expected to be 2.50-2.70. 


Rabbit Fur Output Down 


Exporters expect a sluggish mink 
market this season because American 
importers most interested in Japanese 
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mink have more than 100,000 pelts in 
stock. 

Rabbit farming is handled as a side- 
line by farmers. Japanese rabbits are 
well furred but short haired. Though 
white, pepper and salt, or black in 
color, they are generally described 
as “whites.” The pelts, soft and dur- 
able but heavier than other clothing 
furs, are frequently used for imitat- 
ing high-grade furs and, being low 
priced, are popular in the foreign 
and domestic fur industry. 

Having seen that rabbit fur could 
be exported profitably, the Govern- 
ment has tried to encourage farm- 
ing. Nevertheless, rabbits are raised 
primarily for food, as the skin is of 
secondary interest to the farmer. 

Rabbit farm output numbered 5 
million pelts in 1949. As a result of the 
ensuing drop in domestic and export 
prices, however, production declined 
to less than 900,000 pelts, from about 
400,000 farms, in 1953. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry estimates the present rabbit 
farm colony at about 800,000 and ex- 
pects an increase to 1 million in 1960. 

Rabbit skin production now is esti- 
mated at 2 million pelts a year, of 
which domestic demand consumes 1 
million to 1.5 million skins, including 
about 700,000 for the Japanese defense 
forces. Total stocks held by brokers 
amount to about 400,000 pelts. 

Production of hare (wild rabbit) 
furs has been estimated at 200,000- 
300,000 pelts. These furs, usually white 
or dark gray, are considered more 
durable than the farmed rabbit fur. 
Normally, about 10 percent of the pelts 
are exported, but in 1955 a heavy U. S. 
demand resulted in exports of more 
than 200,000. 


Raw rabbit and hare exports have 
been as follows: 1953, 284,600 pelts— 
150,000 to the United States and 114,- 
500 to Canada; 1954, 153,900—49,000 to 
the United Kingdom, 45,000 to the 
Netherlands, and 30,300 to the United 
States; first 9 months of 1955, 945,145 
—575,654 to the United States, 205,000 
to Canada, and 164,500 to the United 
Kingdom. Exports in the 1955 period 
were mainly low-grade furs command- 
ing a comparatively good price. 


The average export prices per pelt 
—f. o. b. Japan port—for farmed rab- 
bit skin, white, 21”, were $0.48-$0.55 
in 1953, and since have been $0.32- 
$0.35. The export price of hare fur has 
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Japan Encourages Mink, Rabbit Farming | 


been rather stable at about $0.20. 
Wild marten, found from Hokkaido — 
to Kyushu, are trapped rather indigs. 
criminately by farmers throughout the 
year, although the legal trapping sea. 
son is December 15-February 15. The © 
marten trapped in northern Honsh 
gold or canary yellow, are considered 


best. When exported, usually raw, 


hey carry the trade name “Kaga” 
marten. 


Marten Output Up 


The postwar average annual pro- 
duction of marten has been estimated 
at 10,000 pelts, whereas the highest 
prewar production was more than 
30,000. 

Raw marten exports in the past 3 
years were: 1953, 1,550, all to the 
United States; 1954, 75, all to the 
United Kingdom; 1955, 200, all to the 
United States. Exports to the United 
States have been depressed because of 
the extremely low prices offered by fur 
importers. In consequence, stocks in 
Tokyo are estimated as high as 5,000 
pelts. 

Wholesale market prices in Tokyo 
are determined by the locality in 
which the marten is trapped and by 


(Continued on Page 23) 


Canadian Output of 
Footwear Increases 


Canadian footwear production in 
the first 10 months of 1955 totaled 
32,246,533 pairs and in the corre- 
sponding 1954 period, 31,565,242 pairs, 
an increase of 681,291 pairs. Footwear 
with leather soles increased to 12,486,- 
615 pairs in the 1955 period from 
12,367,419 pairs in the 1954 period. 

Canadian leather-footwear produc- 
tion declined in October 1955 by 228,- 
167 pairs from September output but 
increased by 343,577 pairs over Orto- 
ber 1954 figures. October 1955 produc- 
tion amounted to 3,385,079 pairs, com- 
pared with 3,613,246 pairs in Septem- 
ber and 3,041,502 pairs in October 
1954. 

Production, in pairs, for the period 
ended October 31, 1955, with 1954 
data in parentheses, follows: Men’s 
7,277,792 (6,801,697); boys’ 1,080,666 
(1,074,383); youths’ 276,359 (263.733); 
women’s and growing girls’ 15,477,689 
(15,232,088); misses’ 3,195,084 (3,274- 
393); children’s and little gents’ 2,559,- 
925 (2,549,079); and babies’ and in- 
fants’ 2,379,018 (2,369,869). 


In October there were 266 factories 
in operation located as follows: New- 
foundland, 1; Nova Scotia, 2; New 
Brunswick, 3; Quebec, 158; Ontario, 
89; Manitoba, 7; and British Colum- 
bia, 6. \ 
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Japan Encourages .. . 
(Continued from Page 22) 


the fur’s quality and color. Average 
prices paid to brokers for first-grade 
pelts for the late 1954-early 1955 
eatch were from 1,800 yen (360 yen= 
s$1) for Chugoku pelts to 3,000 yen 
for Kaga pelts. 

Both wild and farmed fox are pro- 
duced in Japan. The wild fox is 
found in Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, 
and Kyushu. Annual production is 
estimated at 3,000 pelts, all consumed 
in Japan. Current market prices for 
red fox pelts average 1,500-2,500 yen. 

Because of the high cost of raising 
foxes and the low market price offered, 
only about 20 farmers raise platinum 
or silver fox. The- Hokkaido prefec- 
tural government is trying to revital- 
ize this industry and hopes to increase 
the number of. silver fox farms in the 
next few years. 

About 500 silver fox pelts were pro- 
duced in 1953, 528 in 1954, and 1,000 
in 1955. The average market price for 
raw pelts in 1953 was about 8,000 yen 
and dropped to approximately 7,300 
in’ 1954 and to 7,000 in 1955. The 
cost of raising silver fox in Japan is 
estimated at 6,000-8,000 yen. 


Squirrel Fur Exports High 


Production of ordinary and flying 
squirrels, of medium-coarse grade, 
yaries yearly depending upon the ease 
with which the squirrels find food. 

Flying squirrel pelts, said to be thin 
and not very durable, are used pri- 
marily for trimmings. Production 
ranges between 15,000 and 20,000 pelts. 

The postwar export peak was 
reached in 1954, when about 15,700 
skins were exported, after a 1953 total 
of only 1,000, according to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry. In the 


’ first 11 months of 1955, 14,600 pelts 


were exported. 


The two broad grades of ordinary 
squirrel are the Hokkaido, considered 
the best, and the Ohshu grade, which 
includes furs produced in Honshu, 
Shikoku, and Kyushu. Ordinary squir- 
rel production amounts to 200,000- 
250,000 pelts annually, of which ap- 
proximately 100,000 come from Hok- 
kaido, About 90 percent are exported. 


Ordinary squirrel fur exports 
reached a postwar peak in 1952 with 
264,000 skins. In 1953, according to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
exports dropped to 95,000, reportedly 
because of a slump in foreign market 
prices. Exports reached 163,000 skins in 
1954 and 150,000 in the first 9 months 
of 1955. Hokkaido grade pelts are 
usually exported to the United States, 
and Ohshu grade pelts to the United 
Kingdom. 

The average export prices in cents, 
for ordinary and flying squirrel in the 
past 3 years were as follows: Ohshu, 
1953, 27-30, and Hokkaido, 50; 1954, 
Ohshu, 31-33, and Hokkaido, 60; 1955, 
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U. K. Book Industry 
Marks Record Output 


The United Kingdom book publish- 
ing industry issued a record output of 
19,962 titles in 1955, the foreign trade 
press reports. 

The total is 774 titles more than 
were published in 1954, itself a record 
year. New books accounted for the in- 


crease, as reprints and new editions ~ 


at 5,770 were 76 fewer than in 1954. 


Fiction titles, though still first with 
3,702, dropped for the second suc- 
cessive year, to account for less than 
20 percent of the total. 


Children’s books, with 1,756, also 
dropped, reversing a postwar trend of 
several years’ duration. 


Gains registered in nearly all non- 
fiction categories pointed up the post- 
war trend away from fiction, which 
in 1937 accounted for 5,097, nearly 30 
percent of the titles published. Trade, 
commerce, and industry titles, 626, 
were up 55 percent over 1954; engi- 
neering, 413, 37 percent; art and archi- 
tecture, 591, 23 percent. 


Increases ranging from 6 to 14 per- 
cent were registered for educational 
titles, 1,844, law and parliamentary, 
437, medical and surgical, 785, politics, 
651, religion and theology, 1,058, sports 
and pastimes, 433, technical hand- 
books, 881, and topography, 399. 


Travel and adventure, 199, made a 
slight gain, although the number of 
titles issued was less than half the 
1937 figure. Biography, 496, natural 
history, 295, and sociology, 405, dropped 
below 1954 levels. 


Trade circles, skeptical of the rising 
tide of titles, point out that issuance 
of more new titles than the reading 
public can assimilate is an impedi- 
ment to book trade prosperity. U. 8S. 
output has been just over 12,000-titles 
a year for the past few years. 





Ohshu, 30-40, and Hokkaido, 56-68. 
The Hokkaido pelts are understood to 
compete on the American market 
with Canadian squirrel and the ex- 
port price to be determined largely 
by Canadian prices. Japanese ex- 
porters are paying brokers about $0.50 
a pelt for HokKaido and about $0.22 
for Ohshu grade squirrel. 


The tanuki, found throughout Ja- 
pan, probably is a species of raccoon, 
although the Japanese refer to it as 
a badger. 


The domestic demand is stable be- 
cause of the fur’s relatively cheap 
price. Prices in the past 3 years ap- 
proximated those for the 1955 and 
1956 production—Hokkaido, 700 yen; 
Ohshu, 600 yen; and Hokkoku, 500 
yen. Tanuki production could be in- 
creased to approximately 50,000 pelts 
if indications were that the foreign 
market could absorb this increase. 


COMMODITY NEWS 


Mink Sales Successful 
At Oslo Fur Auctions 


The international Oslo Fur Auctions, 
held December 3-8, 1955, attracted. 
wide interest, particularly because 
they were the first European auctions 
of the season to include standard 
mink. 


The mink market proved very firm, 
and 96 percent of the 53,560 mink furs 
were sold at prices 5-6 percent above 
those received at the December 1954 
auctions. 


However, far less interest was 
shown in fox furs. Only 64 percent 
of the blue-fox furs and 61 percent of 
the silver were sold. The prices for 
blue-fox furs were less than half the 
prices in the December 1954 auctions. 

Results of the auction were as fol- 
lows: Blue fox, 13,266 pelts offered, 
64 percent sold, average price 85 
crowns (1 Norwegian crown=about 
US$0.14); silver fox, 1,650 offered, 61 
percent sold, average price 79 crowns, 
top price, 180 crowns. 

Standard mink, grade I and II, male, 
8,726 offered, 92 percent sold, average 
price 156 crowns, top price, 240 crowns; 
standard®mink, grade I and II, female, 
8,840 offered, 92 percent sold, average 
price 88 crowns, top price 125 crowns. 


Pastel mink, including stewart, 
grade I and II, male, 5,595 offered, 99 


percent sold, average price 220 crowns, . 


top price, 280 crowns; pastel mink, in- 
cluding stewart, grade I and II, 
female, 2,915 offered, 100 percent sold, 
average price 139 crowns, top price, 155 
crowns. 

Silver blue, grade I and II, male, 
8,206 offered, 99 percent sold, aver- 
age price 176 crowns, top price 215 
crowns; silver blue, grade I and II, 
female, 5,719 offered, 97 percent sold, 
average price 107 crowns, top price 127 
crowns; stewart and breath-of-spring 
Silver blue, grade I and II, male, 2,141 
offered, 94 percent sold, average price 
201 crowns, top price 245 crowns; 
stewart and breath-of-spring silver 
blue, grade I and II, female, 1,783 of- 
fered, 99 percent sold, average price 
118 crowns, top price 142 crowns. 


Sapphire mink, grade I and II, male, 
931 offered, 100 percent sold, average 


price 291 crowns, top price 395 crowns; ~~ 


sapphire mink, grade I and II, female, 
340 offered, 100 percent sold, average 
price 179 crowns, top price 215 crowns. 





Czechoslovak automotive production 
plans for 1956 call for 440 Skoda and 
603 Tatra automobiles, as well as a 
new Tatra 141 truck. The 141 truck is 
a modification of the 111, but the pull 
of the new model is said to be 2.5 
times greater, as a result of changes 
in the transmission system.—Emb., 
Prague. 
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Exim Bank Credit To 
Aid Cement Plant 


The Export-Import Bank has au- 
thorized a credit af $1,240,000 to assist 
the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
in selling cement plant equipment to 
Cementos Novella, S. A., Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, the bank has an- 
nounced. 

Cementos Novella, a private com- 
pany, is the only cement plant in Gua- 
temala. The plant’s present capacity 
is 1,400 barrels of portland cement a 
day, and the credit being supplied will 
enable the plant to double its capacity. 
Cement is needed in large quantities 
for Guatemala’s expanded road, pub- 
lic works, and private comstruction 
programs. 

The credit calls for repayment in 5 
years after the construction period. 
Allis-Chalmers will participate by car- 
rying an additional 20 percent for its 
own account, making a total of ap- 
proximately $1,550,000 available to Ce- 
mentos Novella for the purchase of 
U. S. equipment and services. 

Authorization of two exporter credit 
lines to assist’U. S. exporters in financ- 
ing the sale abroad of productive cap- 
ital equipment and related services 
of U. S. origin was also announced as 
follows: 


$300,000 to assist the Dravo Corp., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., in financing its ex- 
port sales of towboats, fabricated pip- 
ing, industrial and power equipment, 
and engineering services. 

©$175,000 to assist the Mercator 
Corp., Reading, Pa., in financing its 
export sales of agricultural and indus- 
trial machinery and power equipment. 

These actions bring to 132 the num- 
ber of exporter credit lines estab- 
lished by the Exim Bank since this 
program was inaugurated in Novem- 
ber 1954, for a total of $173,560,000. 





Farm Surplus Agreement 
Signed With Yugoslavia 


A second agreement for the sale to 
Yugoslavia, for local currency, of U. 8. 
surplus agricultural products having a 
total value, including certain trans- 
portation costs, of $49 million, was an- 
nounced by the Department of Agri- 
culture on January 19. 

The approximate commodity break- 


_down is as follows: Wheat $23.3 mil- 


lion (13.8 million bushels); Cotton $3.5 
million (49,000 bales); and lard $108 
million (88 million pounds). 

As in the case of the other agree- 
ments under Public Law 480, 83d Con- 
gress, the sales will be made through 
private U. S. traders. 

A substantial portion of the dinar 
proceeds will be made available to sup- 
port Yugoslavia’s economy. The re- 
mainder will be used to meet U. 8S. 
expenses in that country. 





Wood Screw, Velveteen 
Imports Under Inquiry 


Two investigations under the “és- 


cape clausé” of the Trade Agreements 


Extension Act were announced on 
January 27 by the U. S. Tariff Com- 
mission. 

The new inquiry will be made into 
the import of wood screws of iron or 
steel. It follows an application by the 
U. S. Wood Screw Service Bureau, 
New York, N. Y. The other investiga- 
tion will be made of the import of 
velveteen fabrics. This follows ap- 
plications by the Crompton Co., West 
Warwick, R.I., the A. D. Juilliard & 
Co., Inc., New York, N. Y., and the 
Merrimack Manufacturing Co., Inc., 
Lowell, Mass. 

The purpose of the investigations is 
to ascertain whether imports have so 
increased under the trade agreement 
concession in duty as to cause or 
threaten serious injury to the domes- 
tic industries. 


$16.1 Million of Surplus 
Oil To Be Sold to Spain 


An agreement for the sale to Spain, 
for local currency, of $16.1 million 
worth, including ocean transportation 
costs, of cottonseed oil or soybean oil, 
has been announced by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. As in the case 
of the other surplus sales agreements 
under Public Law 480, 83d Congress, 
the transactions will be effected by 
private U. S. traders. 

A substantial portion of the peseta 
proceeds from these sales are to 
cover local expenditures by the 
United States in that country and 
the remainder is to be lent to the 
Spanish Government for economic 
development purposes. 





United States Signs 
Treaty With Nicaragua 


The United States and Nicaragua 
signed a Treaty of Friendship, Com- 
merce, and Navigation on January 21. 
“ This treaty will be transmitted soon 
to the U. 8S. Senate for ratification 
and, when the ratification processes 
of both countries have been completed, 
will enter into force 1 month after the 
exchange of ratifications. 


This treaty, closely patterned after 
other friendship, commerce and navi- 
gation treaties with other nations, is 
designed to provide a comprehensive, 
integrated legal framework within 
which general economic relationships 
between the two countries may de- 
velop along mutually beneficial lines, 





Trade Agreement Between 
U. S., Ecuador Extended 


The 1938 reciprocal trade agree- 
ment between the United States and 
Ecuador, which was to have been 
terminated January 18, 1956, has been 
extended for another 6 months. The 
agreement now will be terminated 
effective July 17, 1956. 


The termination date previously had 
been extended from July 18, 1955, to 
the January date. (See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Mar. 7, 1955, p. 31.)— 
Emb., Quito. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my _ subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


Name 


Address 


Zone 


City ». Se ea 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 
money order payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents. 
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